ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Richland Word
Wrapping Up Our
Summer with our
Children and Youth

Our children and youth are
awesome! (If you havenʹt noticed!) As I sit here writing this
article, our Campers have been
back for a week and enjoyed
the outdoors and learning
about God. Today our youth
are on their way to Stillwater,
OK to participate with Next
Step Mission to help with construction on a wellness center. What we know so far, is
that this center is being built by
a U.S. Veteran to help ʺat risk
childrenʺ in the community. Like any community, if we
have planned things for youth
to do, this creates less time they
have on their hands for trouble
to ﬁnd them. From what I understand, our wonderful God is
allowing our youth to help other youth! I canʹt think of a
beer gift.
We adults back home are
meeting this Tuesday at 6
pm. Our job to keep planning
for our children and youth to
be able to be in touch and learning about our great God. This
will be including curriculum,
outside events and fundraising.
Please keep your eyes and
ears open for new events coming for our children.
God Bless You All!
Shannon Patrone

Pfolk Pfest 2021

The Pfolk Pfest will take
place this year, we are happy
about this! We will have a German Meal, something a lile
diﬀerent from in the past.
We will begin the meal at
5pm with a live auction to follow. Yes, the drive thru will be
in working order also.
Tickets will be $10.00 for everyone (children 3 & under will be
free). Tickets will be sold at the
door, plus some people will be
selling tickets at church.
If you want to sell tickets for
the event, call Mary Martinka.
Consider donating items to
the auction such as antiques,
handmade and homemade items,
baked goods, seasonal items and
more. There will be a table on
the stage for your items.
Cash donations are always
welcomed to help support the
event. Look for sign up sheets on
the back table for cash donations
(help pay for the meat) and to
donate cakes for the event.
Spread the word! “We are
having a Pfolk Pfest on October
10th!”

www.stjohnrichland.org
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Vocal Choir
Seeking Singers

St. John’s Music Director,
Louise Dunklin, would like to
start an adult vocal choir this
fall, and is currently seeking
interested singers.
A sheet is available in the
sanctuary for you to sign up if
you are interested in being a
part of a vocal choir this fall, or
would just like to be contacted
and learn more about what is
planned for the coming year.
Please contact Louise at:
lulu0656@yahoo.com
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From the Pastor

“You
shall
love
the
Lord your God… with all your
mind….” - Luke 10: 27
As I prepare for our men’s
study on the life of Solomon,
...and reﬂect on our series in
worship, going through Paul’s
leer to the Ephesians, and
then, in September, the book of
James, and then the ministry of
Christian education in general,
...I am reminded of the necessity of a holistic approach to
spiritual growth.
Learning (head, mind, i.e.,
education) is essential. Our
world (personal) and our understanding typically is extremely small compared to all
that is available to us this side
of “the veil.” (1 Corinthians
13:12) Yet, as the author of
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James reminds us (James 2:20),
action on our part needs to be a
part of our faith.
These two things, combined with Sabbath worship--hearing God’s Word (the reading, teaching, and preaching of
it), and the celebration of the
Sacraments (Holy Baptism and
Holy Communion),--- provide
us the needed ingredients (like
baking a loaf of bread!) for the
Bread of Life to literally feed
our souls, and make our lives
one that can feed the lives of
others as well.
Of course, the mystery of
our growth in Christ, and the
development of the fruit of the
Holy Spirit (Galatians 5) in us
is a process much more complex than the baking of bread!
But our role and cooperation in
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the process is undoubtedly essential. And the commitment of
Satan, the Enemy, to thwart its
process in our lives can hardly
be overestimated.
Prayerfully consider and reﬂect on what area of the Christian life (learning, good works,
worship) is waiting to be taken
to “the next level” in your own
life and relationship with Jesus.
And may God give you the
grace and power to act on the
wisdom revealed to you!
- Grace and peace,
Pastor Todd

New Men’s Study
Starng This Fall

Beginning next month, starting on Sunday, September 19th,
St. John’s Sunday morning
men’s breakfast and Bible study
will begin a new study on the
life of Solomon. Come and see if
the wisest man that ever lived
always made wise decisions!
What is real wisdom? What can
wisdom do for us? What cannot
it not do?
This
men’s
fellowship,
which meets usually twice a
month (as announced), begins
with breakfast at 7:30am, followed by the Bible study, starting around 8:00am and concluding at 8:50am.
All men are welcome. Please
bring your Bible with you. Contact Chris Hamann or Pastor
Todd for more information.
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Women’s Guild News Craing w/ Friends

Tickets are on sale now for
the Pfolk Pfest. Look for those
carrying around the manila envelopes to buy your tickets. (If
you wish to sell tickets for this
event, please contact Mary Martinka.)
We are busy making phone
calls to let the congregation
know that we would welcome
their assistance. It takes the entire congregation to make this
event a success.
Be thinking of auction items
such as homemade items, handmade items, antiques, bakes
goods, seasonal items and more.
For questions about what to donate, contact Sandy Brunton.
There will be a table on the
stage for your items.
Look for the sign up sheets
on the back table!
In August, we are meeting
August 8th following worship.
Come join us!
God bless you all, be safe
and well and stay cool!

The next gathering for St.
John’s “Crafting with Friends”
group is August 21st at 10:00
a.m. in the Parish Hall.
We have made beautiful
ornaments for Christmas and
stockings as well. Some will be
sold at the Pfolk Pfest auction.
We are also working on
blankets for hospice patients
and prayer shawls.
The group has a quilt ready
to raﬄe oﬀ during the Pfolk
Pfest auction thanks to Shirley
Minzenmayer for donating the
quilt top. Raﬄe tickets are on
sale now. They will also be sold
during the event. If you want
to sell tickets for the quilt, contact Becky Muehlbrad.
The group is accepting
donations of fabric, ribbon,
buons and new thread. Contact Sandy about this and other
things the group is working on.
The group is always looking for
ideas to share!
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Quilt Raﬄe

Tickets on sale now and
will continue through October
to win a hand-made quilt (size
being full/queen) at this year’s
Pfolk Pfest on Sunday, October
10th.
You need not be present to
win. You can purchase your
tickets from any “Crafting with
Friends”
member:
Sandy
Brunton, Becky Muehlbrad,
Miriam Hees, Mary Martinka,
Kathy Pemberton, and Jenny
Schuchmann. Ticket prices are
one for $1.00 or six for $5.00.
Proceeds from the raﬄe
will go to St. John Lutheran
Capitol Building Fund. If you
are interested in helping sell
tickets, contact Becky Muehlbrad by leaving her a message
or texting her at 512-694-1422.

Sandy Brunton & Miriam Hees

Share with God’s
people who are
in need.
Practice
hospitality!
Romans 12:13
Have Peace!

www.stjohnrichland.org

Church Oﬃce: 512-251-4314
Pastor: Rev. Todd Peterson
Cell: 512-745-1057
pastortoddpeterson@gmail.com
Secretary: Sandy Brunton
oﬃce@stjohnrichland.org

Men’s Breakfast &
Bible Study Resumes

St. John’s Sunday morning
men’s breakfast and Bible study
will begin a new year of food and
fellowship next month on Sunday,
September 19th.

(During the pandemic this group completed an examination of the life of David,
meeting without breakfast either virtually or
in the Parish Hall.)

This group meets twice a
month (as announced) for breakfast and study beginning at 7:30
a.m. The focus of their study this
fall will be the life of Solomon.
All men are invited!

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is
associated with Lutheran Congregations
in Mission for Christ (LCMC). For more
information about LCMC, visit their
website at www.lcmc.net

Annual LCMC Texas
District Gathering
Concludes

This year’s Texas District
LCMC Annual Gathering concluded on Saturday, July 31st. Held at
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in
Victoria, Texas (4102 North Ben
Jordan St), it hosted participants
from
LCMC
congregations
throughout Texas, both youth and
adults.
To
see
some highlights from this year’s
Gathering, check out the Texas
District website later this month at:
www.lcmctexas.org
For general information about
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ, please go to:
www.lcmc.net

Pfolk Pfest 2021 Set
for October 10th

This year’s menu will include
genuine
German
bratwurst
(instead of turkey), sauerkraut,
potato salad, baked beans, bread
desserts, drinks and more. As in
the past, the meal will be followed by an auction.
Tickets go on sale this month.
If you’d like to help sell tickets, call Mary Martinka; if you
want additional information on
the auction, call Sandy Brunton.
Look for the sign up sheets on
the back table in the church; your
assistance is always welcome!

