ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Richland Word
Sunday School Plans
for Advent 2020

November 7th we will be
having an Advent Wreath Making with our Sunday School children and their families. We will
start at 5:00 p.m. with the Wreath
Making and after we are done,
we will be serving pizza. Please
RSVP to sjpatrone@gmail.com, or
call or text 505-328-6224 or 505803-0449. We are limited on space
due to social distancing but will
do our best to accommodate all
our Sunday School families. So
please make sure to RSVP.
On Saturday, November 15th,
there will be a night of bowling
for St. John’s youth and older
children. Contact Shannon or
John at sjpatrone@gmail.com for
more information.
We are also geing ready for
our Christmas Pageant on December 24th. We have found a
fun script, and our ﬁrst practice
for this year’s pageant will be on
Wednesday evening, November
18th. Subsequent Wednesday
evening practices will be on December 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 23rd.
Please let us know if you have
children or grandchildren that
would like to join us in this pageant.
This year, the Sunday School
is working with the Outreach
Commiee to gather food for our
local community food pantry,
Continued on next page

Leaders and Projects
Approved for 2021

On Sunday, October 18th, St.
John held its annual fall Members Congregational Meeting in
the Parish Hall, from 11:30 a.m.
to 1:15 p.m. New leaders were
elected for 2021, as well as two
separate capital projects were
approved: 1) updating the sanctuary AV system, and 2) replacing the ﬂooring in the Parish
Hall kitchen and serving areas.
Bryan Rust was elected by
secret ballot president of the congregation and Church Council
beginning in 2021, with John
Mark Thane elected to take Bryan’s place (seat #5) on Council.
Other Council members elected
for seats #6, #7, and #8 were
Mark Muehlbrad, William Kirchner, and Vicki Merideth, respectively. Shannon & John Patrone
were also elected for another 1year term as St. John’s Sunday
School Co-Superintendents.
This was the ﬁrst year that
candidates that were both available and interested in serving in
needed leadership positions
were actively sought from St.
John’s membership prior to the
Congregational Meeting, by a
commiee appointed by the
Church Council earlier this year.
This system appeared to work
well, and the Church Council
will be discussing utilizing a
Continued on page 3
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Memorial Sunday /
All Saints’ Day

On Sunday, November
1st, St. John will hold its traditional All Saints’ Memorial
Sunday Service, remembering
loved ones that have passed
from this life to the next since
last year’s All Saints Day,
November 3, 2019.
Unfortunately, due to
Covid-19, we will not be
having our traditional meal
following. However, our service will go forward as usual,
remembering those we loved
and lost,...for whom we thank
the Lord.
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Faithful Giving Empowers a Congregaon for Its Work
Despite the ongoing pandemic, giving at St. John continues to be strong, and this
strength was evident at St.
John’s Congregational Meeting
on October 18th.
At this meeting, David
Schuchmann provided members a thorough summary of St.
John’s present ﬁnancial situation, and, after ﬁelding a number of questions, the budget for
2021 was approved, which included raises for all the staﬀ
and, additionally, monies for
hiring a part-time Youth Leader or Youth Minister, as well as
a part-time nursery aendant.
Following that, two separate capital projects were approved: 1) a new AV system
for the sanctuary, and 2) new
ﬂooring in the Parish Hall

Sunday School Plans

kitchen and serving areas.
Of course, the strength of St.
John’s ﬁnances is known to its
leaders, and is one reason members gather each Sunday: to celebrate God’s faithfulness and
generous supply...for all our
needs!
This is one reason why, although a small congregation,
even during a pandemic, St.
John is still able to eﬀectively ﬁll
its volunteer leadership needs.
Not surprising, it is typically
quite diﬃcult to ﬁnd willing
candidates to serve in leadership positions in churches that
are struggling to pay their bills.
Fortunately, this is not a problem that St. John has presently.
There is predominantly one
reason why any Christian congregation has a strong ﬁnancial

base: a suﬃcient number of
members have a positive aitude towards generously and
proportionately giving to God
through the local church.
Currently St. John does not
have any sort of annual ﬁnancial appeal or stewardship program. Although in November
we will be asking members to
review their volunteer service to
God for the coming year, we
will not be addressing ﬁnancial
giving, which is also an essential component of Biblical stewardship and discipleship.
I therefore want to take this
time to thank everyone who ﬁnancially supports the work
and ministry of our church.
St. John may not yet be everything God would have this
congregation to be,...but if generous, faithful giving is any inSunday, November 29th, the dicator (and it is!),...St. John is
on its way!
First Sunday of Advent.
Going forward, the followGod bless you,
ing is the Sunday School (Pre-K
Pastor Todd
through 12th grades) schedule
for November and December:
Regular Sunday School - November 1, 8, & 15.
No Sunday School
- November 22 & 29
Regular Sunday School - December 6, 13, & 20.
both November and December
No Sunday School
will be coming out in the next
- Dec. 27 & Jan. 3 (2021)
few weeks.
Regular Sunday School - resumes Jan. 10, 2021

- continued from page 1
“Circle of Hope Community
Center” (2900 W Pecan St, Pﬂugerville, TX 78660). The Sunday
School will be decorating ﬁve
diﬀerent boxes that will be used
to gather 5 diﬀerent, essential,
non-perishable food items to be
collected for the Circle of Hope
the four Sundays before Christmas Eve, and then Christmas
Eve. (See Outreach Commiee
article page 3.) Be watching the
In Touch in November, as well
as Sunday bulletins, for the
More information about
items to be brought to the
church (sanctuary), beginning children and youth events in

Thank you,
Shannon and John Patrone
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Craing w/ Friends

Our next gathering will be
November 7th in the parish hall
at 10am. We welcome anyone
interested in sharing creative
ideas.
A special thank you to
Kathy Pemberton for crocheting
the edges on the blankets that
we have made for Seton Hospital. A special thank you also to
Vicki Vitek for her donation to
our crafting group.
We are making Christmas
stockings for our community
food pantry. If you wish to
make some stockings, call
Sandy Brunton. They can be
made out of any fabric, make
any size and color. Make them
unique and diﬀerent! We are
puing decorations on them
and making some that children
will enjoy We have completed
approx. 40 stockings. If you
have any completed ones at
home, please get them to Sandy
and thank you.
We have made bookmarks
for the two conﬁrmands to put
in their Bibles. We are planning
to make more for our graduates
in May. They are crosstitched!
In addition to that, we are
working on a member project
involving making a wall hanging where each family will
make a square for it, a square of
“Thanksgiving.”
Come share your ideas!
Sandy

Advent Food Drive

This year the drive to collect food for the Circle of Hope
will extend from November 29
through December 20, with the
last opportunity to bring donations being Christmas Eve, in
the Parish Hall.
Each Sunday will focus on a
speciﬁc item (tuna or peanut
buer for example) deﬁned by
Circle of Hope as a priority
item, and the congregation will
be invited to bring and place
the featured item(s) in a box
that the Sunday School classes
have wrapped in Christmas
paper. The box will be placed
in the sanctuary to receive donations. (That box will then go
to the Parish Hall and a second
box will be placed in the sanctuary, etc.)
At the end of the donation
period, the boxes will be taken
to Circle of Hope for their distribution.
Because Covid-19 has disrupted the lives of so many of
our neighbors in Pﬂugerville
and nearby communities, the
need for food donations has
increased dramatically and Circle of Hope is working hard to
meet this need.
Your gifts and prayers are
appreciated.
--from the Outreach
Commiee

Leaders and Projects

- continued from page 1
similar process for St. John’ annual elections in the future.
A highlight of the meeting
came at the end when President
Mark Muehlbrad recognized
Louise Dunklin for 50 years of
faithful service as St. John’s organist! Louise responded by
stating how grateful she is for
the opportunity she has been
given, through her parents,
through her music lessons and
teachers, and through the congregation at St. John!
As one great composer in the
Church, Johann Sebastian Bach,
similarly put it, “S. D. G.”, which
referred to: “Soli Deo Gloria.”
(i.e., “Glory to God alone”)
*

*

*

*

*

Decorang St. John 4
Advent & Christmas

You’re invited to join others
on Sunday, November 22nd,
following worship, decorating
the Parish Hall and Sanctuary
for Christmas.
The Advent season begins
on November 29th, so we want
to have everything decorated
and ready for the Advent and
Christmas seasons by then.
Beginner as well as expert
decorators are welcome! We
have a good time together while
we work together
and listen to or sing
Christmas carols.
Christ is born!

www.stjohnrichland.org

Church Oﬃce: 512-251-4314
Pastor: Rev. Todd Peterson
Cell: 512-745-1057
pastortoddpeterson@gmail.com
Secretary: Sandy Brunton
oﬃce@stjohnrichland.org

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is
associated with Lutheran Congregations
in Mission for Christ (LCMC). For more
information about LCMC, visit their
website at www.lcmc.net

St. John Choirs Singing
and Ringing

Join St. John’s vocal choir at
6:30 p.m., or the hand bell choir
starting
at
7:30
p.m.,...or
both,...each week on Wednesday,
in the sanctuary. Appropriate safety precautions in both choirs include wearing a mask (or shield)
and social-distancing.
Come praise God with us!

Veterans Honored
and Remembered

As St. John has done in the
past, a Veterans Day Tribute will
be observed this year on Sunday,
November 8th. A table will be
setup in the front of the sanctuary to display their pictures.
You are invited to bring a
framed picture of a friend or family member who has served or is
currently serving in our military.
It is important to remember
how these men and women have
put their lives on the line for our
country and to share this love of
country with the younger
generation.

Daylight Savings Time
Ends November 1st

Remember to adjust your
clocks Saturday night, October
31st, before you go to bed, as
Daylight Savings Time oﬃcially
ends 2:00 a.m. November 1st.

Correcons to
St. John Directory

If your address, phone
number or email address has
changed, please let Sandy
know. It is important to keep
our records and directory up to
date. Thank you.

