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We have lived now with the threat and consequences of the Coronavirus for over 18-months. In that
time we have learned much about this virus and been blessed with the development of many life-saving vaccines, but have also lost many loved ones due to the deadly nature of the virus.
Faith, hope, love and compassion continue to be the response that Christ calls His Church to make in
every difficult situation or crisis, and this pandemic is no exception. In trying to follow Christ’s example in response to the virus, St. John’s leaders, with prayer, have asked for the cooperation of our members with two
periods of complete closure (online services only), as well as varying requests for members attending either
worship or just St. John’s campus, regarding wearing a mask or face covering, using disinfectants liberally,
using gloves if desired, social-distancing either voluntarily or in cooperation with the direction of our ushers,
and staying home if any symptoms are present.
St. John’s leaders want to thank everyone who has made an effort to comply with these varying and
changing requests, in an effort to provide a safe and worry-free (as much as possible) place to gather to
learn, to worship, to fellowship, and to grow in Christ-likeness.
At this point, St. John encourages those who feel a need or desire to wear a mask or face covering,…
to protect themselves (as well as protect others around them),…to continue to wear a mask when on campus, without fear of accusation or discrimination of any kind in doing so.
Similarly, those that feel it is safe for themselves (and also for those around them)…to not wear a
mask,…are similarly encouraged to continue not to wear a mask when on campus, again without fear of accusation or discrimination of any kind in doing so.
We believe that, for followers of Christ, BOTH wearing a mask, as well as not wearing a mask, can be
and should be done in faith. For as Hebrews 11:6a states, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him
(God),….” We also believe that the scientific and medical knowledge we have gained regarding the virus, as
well as the many vaccines that are helping reduce the spread of the disease as well as the number of deaths,
are ALL gifts from God. As James 1:17 states, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.”
Regardless of how one responds and continues to respond to this and other public health threats in
the future, we want to encourage all believers to never divide science and religion, medicine and faith. But
rather, to see both as gifts from God, given to us by a loving, merciful, heavenly Father,..to give us life abundant,…both here and in the life to come! (John 10:10b)
In the future St. John will respond to Covid-19, its variants, and any other public health threats, as
circumstances require, using God’s Word and the best medical information available, striving to always do so
with faith, compassion, and prayer.
Always check St. John’s weekly e-messenger “In Touch” for the latest information.

