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St. John Evangelical
Lutheran Church

We Come to God
*In the Hour of Trial
(for music, see green LBW hymnal #106)

Pflugerville, Texas

***********************

Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 27, 2022

Our Mission:
-to share the love of Christ,
grow in faith,
and come together to worship,
fellowship, and serve.

In the hour of trial, Jesus, plead for me,
Lest by base denial I depart from thee.
When thou seest me waver, with a look recall;
Nor from fear or favor suffer me to fall.
With forbidden pleasures should this vain world charm,
Or its sordid treasures spread to work me harm,
Bring to my remembrance sad Gethsemane,
Or, in darker semblance, cross-crowned Calvary.
Should thy mercy send me sorrow, toil and woe,
Or should pain attend me on my path below,
Grant that I may never fail thy hand to see;
Grant that I may ever cast my care on thee.
*Please stand, as you are able.
For the Greeting, please take the opportunity
to greet your fellow-worshipers as you are able.
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*Greeting

We Hear God’s Word
Children’s Message

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making
his appeal through us.
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
21
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

Readings

*Gospel

Isaiah 12:1-6

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

1

You will say in that day: "I will give thanks to you, O Lord,
for though you were angry with me, your anger turned away, that
you might comfort me. 2 "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust,
and will not be afraid; for the Lord God is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation."
3
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
4
And you will say in that day: "Give thanks to the Lord, call upon
his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that
his name is exalted. 5 "Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done
gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth.
6
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your
midst is the Holy One of Israel."
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

2 Corinthians 5:16-21
16

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the
flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh,
we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new
has come.

3

1

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to
hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying,
"This man receives sinners and eats with them." 3 So he told them
this parable:
11
And he said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the
younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of
property that is coming to me. ' And he divided his property between
them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had
and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his
property in reckless living.
14
And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in
that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired
himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into
his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods
that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.
17
"But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my
father's hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish
here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to
him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am
no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your
hired servants."' 20 And he arose and came to his father.
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and
felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.
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And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. ' 22
But the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and
put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23
And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24
For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is
found. ' And they began to celebrate.
25
"Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew
near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he called one
of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to
him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened
calf, because he has received him back safe and sound. ' 28 But he
was angry and refused to go in.
His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he answered his
father, 'Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I
might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours
came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed
the fattened calf for him! '
31
And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all
that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for
this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found. '"
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message: “The Waiting Father”

We Respond to God’s Word
*Just As I Am
(for music, see green LBW hymnal #296 vs. 1-2, 5)
Just as I am, without one plea,
But that thy blood was shed for me.
And that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
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Just as I am, and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

*Prayers of the People
P: Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Offering
Today individuals may give their tithes,
proportionate offerings, and designated gifts to the Lord
by using the small box on the table by the entrance,
or by giving electronically at St. John’s website,
www.stjohnrichland.com, or by downloading the app,
“Easy Tithe Giving,” to their mobile device.
Thank you for your partnership and support in the ministry
of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.
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*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

We Go into the World to Serve
and Proclaim the Good News
*Lift High the Cross
(for music, see green LBW hymnal #377 vs. 1, 3, 5)
Refrain
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore his sacred name.
Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,
Our king victorious, Christ the Son of God. (refrain)
All newborn soldiers of the Crucified
Bear on their brows the seal of him who died. (refrain)
So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! (refrain)

Threefold Amen
L:

Go in peace; serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

*

*

*
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Assisting in Worship Today
Ushers: Vicki Merideth and William Kirchner
Acolytes: Elaine Hamann and Marylin Schuchmann
Song Leader: Helen Roithner
Greeter: Alfred Wendland
Children’s Lesson: Rachel Haller
Reader: David Craig

We are glad you are here!
If there is anything we can do for you,
please let us know.

This Week at St. John
Today, March 27 4th Sunday of Lent
7:00am Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study (PH)
9:00am Sunday School for all ages (PH & YC)
10:15am Celebration Worship (S)
Monday
7:00pm Boy Scouts
Wednesday, March 30
5:15pm Vocal Choir (S)
6:00pm Shared Meal with Youth & Children’s Program team (PH)
6:45pm “The Path of the Passion” (S)
7:30pm Hand Bell Choir (S - balcony)
Friday, April 1
10:00am Bible Study on Galatians (PH)
NEXT Sunday, April 3 5th Sunday in Lent
9:00am Sunday School for all ages (PH & YC)
10:15am Celebration Worship with Holy Communion (S)
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Relief for the People of Ukraine
Resources for Lent 2022
There are two free resources for your journey through Lent
this year on the table in the back of the sanctuary.
The first is “The Case for Easter,” by Lee Strobel.
Lee Strobel was the award-winning legal editor for
the Chicago Tribune, and an avowed atheist, until someone
challenged him to investigate the claims of Christianity
and the evidence for the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.
Although he set out to disprove the evidence,
the evidence ended up convincing him it is true.
The other resource available is a 6-page
“Fasting Information and Guidelines” packet,
for those new to the Christian art of spiritual fasting.
God bless your journey through Lent this year!

A humanitarian crisis in Ukraine, caused by
Russia's violent invasion into this country over four weeks ago,
has resulted in over 3.5 million persons fleeing
their homes and their country for safety.
Individuals can show their support
for the suffering Ukrainian people by donating
whatever amount they choose, using the
"Special Offering Envelope" in the sanctuary in the pews.
Please indicate on the envelope "Ukraine Relief."
All gifts given this way will go to the
Spiritual Orphans Network
(formerly East European Missions Network)

https://sonetwork.org/

You can also visit the LCMC website,
https://www.lcmc.net/relief-funds/summaries
to find out more about our church's relief efforts there.
When you pray during this season of Lent,
please remember the people of Ukraine.

Lenten Meals
We have just two (2) midweek Lenten gatherings
remaining: March 30th and April 6th.
The meal on March 30th will be hosted by St. John Women’s Guild,
and the meal on April 6th will be hosted by
the Youth & Children’s Program team.
Thank you all that have served!

Flowers for the Easter Cross
Please bring some flowers to the church
by Saturday, April 13th, to be used
to create St. John’s Easter Cross!
They can be put either in the refrigerator in the Nursery,
or in a pale on the floor in the Nursery.
Thank you for your help is making
this year’s Easter Cross beautiful!
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To our Visitors and Guests,

Welcome!

We rejoice that you have come to worship with us on this,
the Lord’s Day. If you are visiting for the first time,
please fill out one of the Visitor cards in the pews,
and place it in the offering plate
when the offering is received.
If you prefer, you may sign the guest register by the entrance.
We are glad that you joined us for worship today
and believe that God has led you here!
*

Need help this morning?
Talk to one of the ushers.
Need counsel, prayer, or interested
in becoming a member?
Talk to Pastor Todd.
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is a traditional
country Christian church with heart for worshiping Jesus
and for caring for others.
St. John Lutheran is a congregation of Christians in
the Lutheran tradition, serving Pflugerville, Hutto, Manor,
Round Rock, and the surrounding countryside. Situated on
twenty-five acres, the campus includes three buildings: the
sanctuary, parish hall (where restrooms are located), and
parsonage.
The physical and mailing address is 17701 Cameron
Road, Pflugerville, TX 78660.
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How can we help you?
Pastor: Rev. Todd Peterson (pastortoddpeterson@gmail.com)
Council President: Bryan Rust (rustbk@flash.net)
SS Superintendent: David Schuchmann (dshookman@yahoo.com)
Youth Director: Madeline Queen (859-250-3870}
Music Director: Louise Dunklin (lulu0656@yahoo.com)
Church Secretary: Sandy Brunton (office@stjohnrichland.org)
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is associated with
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)
www.lcmc.net

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
17701 Cameron Rd
Pflugerville, TX 78660
ph.512-251-4314
www.stjohnrichland.org
Visit us on Facebook:
“St John Evangelical Lutheran Church”
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