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We Come to God
*Were You There
(for music, see green LBW hymnal #92 vs. 1-3)

Pflugerville, Texas

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (repeat)
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

***********************

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? (repeat)
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

Third Sunday in Lent

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? (repeat)
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble,
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

March 20, 2022

*Greeting
Our Mission:
-to share the love of Christ,
grow in faith,
and come together to worship,
fellowship, and serve.

*Please stand or remain standing, as you are able.
For the Greeting, please take the opportunity
to greet your fellow-worshipers as you are able.
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We Hear God’s Word
Children’s Message
Readings
Ezekiel 33:7-20

17

"Yet your people say, 'The way of the Lord is not just,' when
it is their own way that is not just. 18 When the righteous turns from
his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it. 19 And when
the wicked turns from his wickedness and does what is just and
right, he shall live by this. 20 Yet you say, 'The way of the Lord is
not just. ' O house of Israel, I will judge each of you according to his
ways."
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

7

"So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house
of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give
them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you
shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn
from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his
blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to
turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person
shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.
10
"And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have
you said: 'Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we
rot away because of them. How then can we live? ' 11 Say to them,
As I live, declares the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn
back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house
of Israel?
12
"And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness
of the righteous shall not deliver him when he transgresses, and as
for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he
turns from his wickedness, and the righteous shall not be able to live
by his righteousness when he sins. 13 Though I say to the righteous
that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and does
injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be remembered, but in
his injustice that he has done he shall die. Again, though I say to the
wicked, 'You shall surely die,' yet if he turns from his sin and does
what is just and right, 15 if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back
what he has taken by robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not
doing injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 16 None of the
sins that he has committed shall be remembered against him. He has
done what is just and right; he shall surely live.
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C: Thanks be to God.

1 Corinthians 10:1-13
1

For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers
were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2 and all
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate
the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For
they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock
was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased,
for they were overthrown in the wilderness.
6
Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might
not desire evil as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters as some of them
were; as it is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink and rose
up to play." 8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of
them did, and twenty- three thousand fell in a single day.
9
We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and
were destroyed by serpents, 10 nor grumble, as some of them did and
were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11 Now these things happened to
them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction,
on whom the end of the ages has come. 12 Therefore let anyone who
thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has
overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he
will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to
endure it.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

*Gospel
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C: Thanks be to God.

Luke 13:1-9
1

There were some present at that very time who told him about
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2
And he answered them, "Do you think that these Galileans were
worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in
this way? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise
perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and
killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the
others who lived in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish."
6
And he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his
vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. 7 And he
said to the vinedresser, 'Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it
use up the ground? ' 8 And he answered him, 'Sir, let it alone this
year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 9 Then if it should
bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down. '"
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message: “Staying Focused”

We Respond to God’s Word
*Savior, When in Dust to You
(for music, see green LBW hymnal #91 vs. 1 & 3)
Savior, when in dust to you low we bow in homage due;
When, repentant, to the skies scarce we lift our weeping eyes;
Oh, by all your pains and woe suffered once for us below,
Bending from your throne on high, hear our penitential cry!
By your hour of dire despair, by your agony of prayer,
By the cross, the nail, the thorn, piercing spear, and torturing scorn,
By the gloom that veiled the skies o’er the dreadful sacrifice,
Listen to our humble sigh; hear our penitential cry!
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*Prayers of the People
P: Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

*Holy Communion
This church practices an “open table.”
If you have been baptized, are repentant of your sins,
and have, you believe, an adequate understanding
of the grace and love given in this sacrament,
as St. Paul writes, “Examine yourselves,
and only then eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”
- 1 Corinthians 11:28
Invitation
L: The Sacrament of the Altar, Holy Communion,
has been the centerpiece of Christian worship
since the beginnings of the Christian faith.
It should never be taken, however, casually, thoughtlessly,
or out of habit or as a matter of rote.
We are called to examine our faithfulness
to God’s covenant with us.
Let us confess our sin to almighty God.
L: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help
of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the likeness
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
ALL: Eternal God, whose Word is a lamp to our feet
and a light to our path, through Jesus Christ you have offered us
new life, fulfillment, and the freedom to serve you.
Yet we recognize and confess that we have failed to respond fully
to your Word and your gracious presence in our lives.
We confess that we are captive to sin, that our sin binds us with
false pride, and that the wrong we do is made worse by the good
we leave undone. Reconcile us to you and to one another.
God of mercy, forgive all our sin and strengthen us anew for life
as you intend it; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen
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L: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
C: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
ALL: Glory to God. Amen

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*Words of Institution & Distribution
Offering
Today individuals may give their tithes,
proportionate offerings, and designated gifts to the Lord
by using the small box on the table by the entrance,
or by giving electronically at St. John’s website,
www.stjohnrichland.com, or by downloading the app,
“Easy Tithe Giving,” to their mobile device.
Thank you for your partnership and support in the ministry
of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen
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We Go into the World to Serve
and Proclaim the Good News
*Ah, Holy Jesus
(for music, see green LBW hymnal #123 vs. 1-2, 4)
Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended
That man to judge thee hath in hate pretended?
By foes derided, by thine own rejected, O most afflicted.
Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee?
Alas, my treason, Jesus hath undone thee.
‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; I crucified thee.
For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation,
Thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation;
Thy death of anguish and thy bitter Passion, for my salvation.

Threefold Amen
L:

Go in peace; serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
*

*

*

*

Assisting in Worship Today
Ushers: Vicki Merideth and William Kirchner
Song Leader: Alfred Wendland
Greeter: John Mark Thane
Children’s Lesson: Gary Pemberton
Reader: James Hamann
Communion Assistant: Ronald Roithner
Flowers on the altar this morning are donated by
Patricia Roberts in memory of Helmut & Theresa Kasiske,
and also by LaVerne Engelmann in memory of husband, Ernst.
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We are glad you are here!
If there is anything we can do for you,
please let us know.

The other resource available is a 6-page
“Fasting Information and Guidelines” packet,
for those new to the Christian art of spiritual fasting.
God bless your journey through Lent this year!

This Week at St. John
Today, March 20 3rd Sunday of Lent
9:00am Adult Sunday School only (PH)
10:15am Celebration Worship with Holy Communion (S)
Tuesday, March 22
11:30am Seniors Luncheon (Casa Garcia’s, Pflugerville)
6:30pm Christian Education Committee (PH)
6:30pm Property Management Committee (PH)
Wednesday, March 23
5:15pm Vocal Choir (S)
6:00pm Shared Meal with Games and Missions Group
6:45pm “The Path of the Passion” (S)
7:30pm Hand Bell Choir (S - balcony)
Friday, March 25
10:00am Bible Study on Galatians (PH)
Saturday, March 26
8:00am to 10:30am Annual Rosedale Bike Ride
NEXT Sunday, March 27 4th Sunday in Lent
7:30am Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study (PH)
9:00am Sunday School for all ages (PH & YC)
10:15am Celebration Worship (S)

Seniors Luncheon this Tuesday
All “Seniors” are invited to a luncheon (PYO) this Tuesday,
March 22nd, at Casa Garcia’s Restaurant in Pflugerville.
(15803 Windermere Dr #601, Pflugerville, TX 78660)
Contact Mary Martinka or Pastor Todd
with questions or if you’d like a ride.
Come and enjoy good food and fellowship this month
at Casa Garcia's in Pflugerville starting at 11:30am,
and help us choose where we will have
our next luncheon in April!

Rosedale Bicycle Ride
This important fundraiser for Rosedale School
(7505 Silvercrest Dr. Austin, Texas 78757)

Resources for Lent 2022
There are two free resources for your journey through Lent
this year on the table in the back of the sanctuary.
The first is “The Case for Easter,” by Lee Strobel.
Lee Strobel was the award-winning legal editor for
the Chicago Tribune, and an avowed atheist, until someone
challenged him to investigate the claims of Christianity
and the evidence for the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.
Although he set out to disprove the evidence,
the evidence ended up convincing him it is true.
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will take place on St. John’s campus, Saturday, March 26th
from approximately 8:00am to 10:30am.
They will set up next to the Parish Hall, for easy access
to the road and out of the way.
They will have a tent set up, as well as signage. for their riders.
It is estimated there will be between 400 and 600 riders.
This is the 28th year of the Rosedale Ride.
Rosedale specializes in working with children
with disabilities and special needs.
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To our Visitors and Guests,

Welcome!

We rejoice that you have come to worship with us on this,
the Lord’s Day. If you are visiting for the first time,
please fill out one of the Visitor cards in the pews,
and place it in the offering plate
when the offering is received.
If you prefer, you may sign the guest register by the entrance.
We are glad that you joined us for worship today
and believe that God has led you here!

Need help this morning?
Talk to one of the ushers.
Need counsel, prayer, or interested
in becoming a member?
Talk to Pastor Todd.
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is a traditional
country Christian church with heart for worshiping Jesus
and for caring for others.
St. John Lutheran is a congregation of Christians in
the Lutheran tradition, serving Pflugerville, Hutto, Manor,
Round Rock, and the surrounding countryside. Situated on
twenty-five acres, the campus includes three buildings: the
sanctuary, parish hall (where restrooms are located), and
parsonage.
The physical and mailing address is 17701 Cameron
Road, Pflugerville, TX 78660.
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How can we help you?
Pastor: Rev. Todd Peterson (pastortoddpeterson@gmail.com)
Council President: Bryan Rust (rustbk@flash.net)
SS Superintendent: David Schuchmann (dshookman@yahoo.com)
Music Director: Louise Dunklin (lulu0656@yahoo.com)
Church Secretary: Sandy Brunton (office@stjohnrichland.org)
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is associated with
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)
www.lcmc.net

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
17701 Cameron Rd
Pflugerville, TX 78660
ph.512-251-4314
www.stjohnrichland.org
Visit us on Facebook:
“St John Evangelical Lutheran Church”
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