EST. 1878

St. John Evangelical
Lutheran Church

We Come to God
*As with Gladness Men of Old
(for music, see green LBW hymnal #82 vs. 1-2, 4)

Pflugerville, Texas

As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led by thee.

***********************

As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to thy lowly bed,
There to bend the knee before thee, whom heav’n and earth adore;
So may we with willing feet ever seek thy mercy seat.

Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide.

February 20, 2022

*Greeting
Our Mission:
-to share the love of Christ,
grow in faith,
and come together to worship,
fellowship, and serve.

*Please stand or remain standing, as you are able.
For the Greetings, please remain in your pews,
turning around and welcoming those around you
with a nod, verbal greeting, and/or hand gesture.
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We Hear God’s Word
Children’s Message

Psalm 103:1-14
L: 1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me,
C: bless his holy name!

Readings

L: 2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
C: and forget not all his benefits,

Genesis 45:3-15

L: 3 who forgives all your iniquity,
C: who heals all your diseases,
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And Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph! Is my father
still alive?" But his brothers could not answer him, for they were
dismayed at his presence. 4So Joseph said to his brothers, "Come
near to me, please." And they came near.
And he said, "I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into
Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves
because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve
life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there
are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant
on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors.
8
So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made
me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all
the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him,
'Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt.
Come down to me; do not tarry. 10 You shall dwell in the land of
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your
children's children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you
have. 11 There I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of
famine to come, so that you and your household, and all that you
have, do not come to poverty. ' 12 And now your eyes see, and the
eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that speaks to
you. 13 You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all
that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here."
14
Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and
Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and
wept upon them. After that his brothers talked with him.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.
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C: Thanks be to God.

L: 4 who redeems your life from the pit,
C: who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
L: 5 who satisfies you with good
C: so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.
L: 6 The Lord works righteousness
C: and justice for all who are oppressed.
L: 7 He made known his ways to Moses,
C: his acts to the people of Israel.
L: 8 The Lord is merciful and gracious,
C: slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
L: 9 He will not always chide,
C: nor will he keep his anger forever.
L: 10 He does not deal with us according to our sins,
C: nor repay us according to our iniquities.
L: 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
C: so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
L: 12 as far as the east is from the west,
C: so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
L: 13 As a father shows compassion to his children,
C: so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him.
L: 14 For he knows our frame;
C: he remembers that we are dust.

*Gospel
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Luke 6:27-38
27

"But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who
abuse you. 29 To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other
also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your
tunic either. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one
who takes away your goods do not demand them back. 31 And as you
wish that others would do to you, do so to them.
32
"If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you?
For even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to
those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even
sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you
expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to
sinners, to get back the same amount. 35 But love your enemies, and
do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will
be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the evil.
36
Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 37 "Judge not,
and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running
over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will
be measured back to you."
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message: “The Rule of Reciprocity”

We Respond to God’s Word
*I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
(for music, see ivory insert #649)
I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.
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Refrain
In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path,
And show me the way to the Father. (refrain)
I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
We shall know the joy of Jesus. (refrain)

*Prayers of the People
P: Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

*Holy Communion
This church practices an “open table.”
If you have been baptized, are repentant of your sins,
and have, you believe, an adequate understanding
of the grace and love given in this sacrament,
as St. Paul writes, “Examine yourselves,
and only then eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”
- 1 Corinthians 11:28
Invitation
L: The Sacrament of the Altar, Holy Communion,
has been the centerpiece of Christian worship
since the beginnings of the Christian faith.
It should never be taken, however, casually, thoughtlessly,
or out of habit or as a matter of rote.
We are called to examine our faithfulness
to God’s covenant with us.
Let us confess our sin to almighty God.
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Offering
All: Eternal God, whose Word is a lamp to our feet
and a light to our path, through Jesus Christ
you have offered us new life, fulfillment,
and the freedom to serve you.
Yet we recognize and confess that we have failed
to respond fully to your Word
and your gracious presence in our lives.
We confess that we are captive to sin,
that our good works often blind us, with false pride,
to the sin that we do, including both the wrongs we do
and the good we leave undone.
Reconcile us to you and to one another.
God of mercy, forgive us all our sin,
and strengthen us anew for life as you want us to live it;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen
Absolution
L: God hears the confession of our hearts and lips.
Through Jesus Christ we are forgiven all our sins, and
by the grace of God’s Holy Spirit we are empowered for new life.
All: We believe the good news of Jesus Christ. Amen

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*Words of Institution & Distribution
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Today individuals may give their tithes, proportionate offerings,
and designated gifts to the Lord by using
the small box on the table by the entrance,
or by giving electronically at St. John’s website,
www.stjohnrichland.com, or by downloading the app,
“Easy Tithe Giving,” to their mobile device.
Thank you for your partnership and support in the ministry
of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

We Go into the World to Serve
and Proclaim the Good News
*I Love to Tell the Story
(for music, see green LBW hymnal #390 vs. 1-2)
I love to tell the story of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story, because I know it’s true;
It satisfies my longings as nothing else would do.
Refrain
I love to tell the story; I’ll sing this theme in glory
And tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story: how pleasant to repeat
What seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet!
I love to tell the story for some have never heard
The message of salvation from God’s own holy Word. (refrain)
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Threefold Amen
L:

Go in peace; serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
*

*

*

*

*

Assisting in Worship Today
Ushers: Tammy Kelley and John Mark Thane
Acolytes: Andrew Schuchmann & Steger Quintana
Greeting: Gary Pemberton
Song Leader: Helen Roithner
Children’s Message: Mark Muehlbrad
Reader: Ronnie Vandiver
Communion Assistant: Jenny Cooke-Schuchmann

We are glad you are here!
If there is anything we can do for you,
please let us know.

Congregational Meeting This Morning
St. John’s Winter Congregational Meeting immediately
follows the worship service in the Parish Hall.
Members are asked to proceed to the Parish Hall
immediately following the worship service
to register, to pick up an Annual Report,
and to enjoy refreshments and fellowship.
All members are invited.
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This Week t St. John
Today, February 20 7th Sunday after the Epiphany
9:00am Sunday School for all ages (PH & YC)
10:15am Celebration Worship w/Holy Communion (S)
11:20am Members Annual Congregational Mtg. (PH)
Monday, February 21
7:00pm Boy Scouts
Tuesday, February 22
6:30pm Christian Ed Committee (rescheduled)
6:30pm Property Management Committee
Wednesday, February 23
6:00pm - 7:25pm Wednesday Night Mission (PH)
6:30pm Vocal Choir (S)
7:30pm Handbell Choir (S - balcony)
Thursday, February 24
6:00pm “Till We Have Faces” Discussion (PH)
Friday, February 25
11:30am Assemble March Newsletter
NEXT Sunday, February 27 Transfiguration
9:00am Sunday School for all ages (PH & YC)
10:15am Celebration Worship (S)

2022 Connections Directory
Copies of the new 2022 directory are available on the table
in the Parish Hall and in the Sanctuary as you enter.
Please take one to keep at home!
If any of the information is incorrect, let Sandy know.

Calendars
Our 2022 calendars are in and are available at no cost to you.
These are an ideal resource to share with an unchurched
person or family, as you invite them to our church.
They are available both in the Parish Hall
as well as on the table in the back of the Sanctuary.
Please take as many as you can use!
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To our Visitors and Guests,

Welcome!

We rejoice that you have come to worship with us on this,
the Lord’s Day. If you are visiting for the first time,
please fill out one of the Visitor cards in the pews,
and place it in the offering plate
when the offering is received.
If you prefer, you may sign the guest register by the entrance.
We are glad that you joined us for worship today
and believe that God has led you here!

Need help this morning?
Talk to one of the ushers.
Need counsel, prayer, or interested
in becoming a member?
Talk to Pastor Todd.
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is a traditional
country Christian church with heart for worshiping Jesus
and for caring for others.
St. John Lutheran is a congregation of Christians in
the Lutheran tradition, serving Pflugerville, Hutto, Manor,
Round Rock, and the surrounding countryside. Situated on
twenty-five acres, the campus includes three buildings: the
sanctuary, parish hall (where restrooms are located), and
parsonage.
The physical and mailing address is 17701 Cameron
Road, Pflugerville, TX 78660.
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How can we help you?
Pastor: Rev. Todd Peterson (pastortoddpeterson@gmail.com)
Council President: Bryan Rust (rustbk@flash.net)
SS Superintendent: David Schuchmann (dshookman@yahoo.com)
Music Director: Louise Dunklin (lulu0656@yahoo.com)
Church Secretary: Sandy Brunton (office@stjohnrichland.org)
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is associated with
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)
www.lcmc.net

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
17701 Cameron Rd
Pflugerville, TX 78660
ph.512-251-4314
www.stjohnrichland.org
Visit us on Facebook:
“St John Evangelical Lutheran Church”
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