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St. John Evangelical
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We Come to God
*Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful
(for music, see green LBW hymnal #45 vs. 1, 3-4)
Oh come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
Oh, come ye, oh come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him born the king of angels:

Pflugerville, Texas

Refrain
Oh, come, let us adore him, oh, come let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

***********************

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God in the highest: (refrain)

First Sunday of Christmas

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: (refrain)

Our Mission:
-to share the love of Christ,
grow in faith,
and come together to worship,
fellowship, and serve.

*Greetings

December 26, 2021

*Please stand or remain standing, as you are able.
For the Greetings, please remain in your pews,
turning around and welcoming those around you
with a nod, verbal greeting, and/or hand gesture.
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We Hear God’s Word
15

Children’s Message
Readings
Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15
1

The Lord said to Moses, 2 "Consecrate to me all the firstborn.
Whatever is the first to open the womb among the people of Israel,
both of man and of beast, is mine." 3a Then Moses said to the people, "Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of
the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the Lord brought you out
from this place.
11
"When the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites,
as he swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12 you
shall set apart to the Lord all that first opens the womb. All the
firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the Lord's. 13 Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you
will not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man
among your sons you shall redeem.
14
And when in time to come your son asks you, 'What does
this mean? ' you shall say to him, 'By a strong hand the Lord
brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15 For when
Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the
firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all the males
that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem. '
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

Colossians 3:12-17
12

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13
bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also
must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
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And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word
of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another
in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God

*Gospel and Message
Luke 2:22-40
22

And when the time came for their purification according to
the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him
to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every male
who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord") 24 and
to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord,
"a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons."
25
Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.
27
And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and
said, 29 "Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation
31
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel."
33
And his father and his mother marveled at what was said
about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in
Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts
may be revealed."
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36

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived
with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and
then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart
from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and
day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks
to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39
And when they had performed everything according to the
Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message:
“The Family and Faith of the Savior”

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

*O Little Town of Bethlehem
(for music, see green LBW hymnal #41 vs. 1, 4)

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again, He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!

Offering

We Respond to God’s Word

*Prayers of the People
P: Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
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“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse,
that there may be food in my house.
and thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts,
if I will not open the windows of heaven for you
and pour down for you a blessing
until there is no more need.” - Malachi 3:10
6

Today individuals may give their tithes (or proportionate gifts),
as well as other offerings, to the Lord
by using the small box on the table by the entrance,
or by giving electronically at St. John’s website,
www.stjohnrichland.com, or by downloading the app,
“Easy Tithe Giving,” to their mobile device.
Thank you for your partnership and support in the ministry
of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

We Go into the World to Serve
and Proclaim the Good News
*Joy to the World
(for music, see green LBW hymnal #39)
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room
And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.
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He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

*Benediction/Threefold Amen
L:

Go in peace; serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
*

*

*

*

*

The flowers on the altar this morning are provided by
LaVerne Engelmann

Assisting in Worship Today
Usher: Andrew Hamann
Song Leader: Ronald Roithner
Children’s Message: Kathy Pemberton
Reader: Gary Pemberton

We are glad you are here!
If there is anything we can do for you,
please let us know.

St. John Post Office
Please pick up your Christmas cards from the tables next to
the windows in the Parish Hall. Thanks for participating in the
“St. John Post Office.”
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2022 Church Calendars
This Week at St. John
Today, December 26 First Sunday of Christmas
9:00am Sunday School for adults only (PH)
10:15am Celebration Worship
Monday, December 27
7:00pm Boy Scouts
Friday, December 31
12noon - Assembling the January Newsletter
NEXT Sunday, January 2
Second Sunday of Christmas
9:00am Sunday School for adults only (PH)
10:15am Celebration Worship w/Holy Communion (S)

St. John’s 2022 calendars are available on the table
in the back of the Sanctuary. Take one, or more, to give to a neighbors or friends that do not have a church family.

Congregational Luncheon
The St. John Women’s Guild is sponsoring
a lunch following worship on January 9th.
We ask the congregation to bring a dish to
share of any kind. This is a great way to begin
the new year, getting together with friends
and catching up on the news!

Reader Scheduler Needed

Offering Envelopes

Can you make a few phone calls a week? St. John needs a
volunteer to schedule Scripture Readers for our Sunday
worship service. If you are interested or would like to
find out more, talk to Pastor Todd.

2022 offering envelopes are available to pick up.
They are on a back table in the sanctuary.
Pick up yours today.

Help Us Update Our 2022 Directory

Told from the viewpoint of Psyche’s sister, Orual,
“Till We Have Faces” is a brilliant examination of envy,
betrayal, loss, blame, grief, guilt, and conversion.
Copies of “Till We Have Faces” are available in the sanctuary
for any donation (actual cost is $14 per copy).
Those that are interested are invited to be a part of a group
discussing Lewis’ work beginning Thursday,
January 27th, at 6:00pm.

A new draft of our 2022 directory is located on the back table.
Please check your name and information,
making sure it is correct.
If it is not correct, make the changes on this draft.

2022 Flower Chart and Bulletin Chart

C. S. Lewis Focus in January

A new flower chart and bulletin chart are on the bulletin board
in the back of the sanctuary. Feel free to sign up to provide
flowers or plants for the altar (2 of each).
Also, if you would like to help with the cost
of providing worship bulletins, such as printing or paper,
a suggested donation is $10.00 per Sunday.
Sign up on the chart on the bulletin board.
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To our Visitors and Guests,

Welcome!

We rejoice that you have come to worship with us on this,
the Lord’s Day. If you are visiting for the first time,
please fill out one of the Visitor cards in the pews,
and place it in the offering plate
when the offering is received.
If you prefer, you may sign the guest register by the entrance.
We are glad that you joined us for worship today
and believe that God has led you here!

Need help this morning?
Talk to one of the ushers.
Need counsel, prayer, or interested
in becoming a member?
Talk to Pastor Todd.
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is a traditional
country Christian church with heart for worshiping Jesus
and for caring for others.
St. John Lutheran is a congregation of Christians in
the Lutheran tradition, serving Pflugerville, Hutto, Manor,
Round Rock, and the surrounding countryside. Situated on
twenty-five acres, the campus includes three buildings: the
sanctuary, parish hall (where restrooms are located), and
parsonage.
The physical and mailing address is 17701 Cameron
Road, Pflugerville, TX 78660.
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How can we help you?
Pastor: Rev. Todd Peterson (pastortoddpeterson@gmail.com)
Council President: Bryan Rust (rustbk@flash.net)
SS Co-Superintendents: Shannon & John Patrone (sjpatrone@gmail.com)
Music Director: Louise Dunklin (lulu0656@yahoo.com)
Church Secretary: Sandy Brunton (office@stjohnrichland.org)
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is associated with
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)
www.lcmc.net

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
17701 Cameron Rd
Pflugerville, TX 78660
ph.512-251-4314
www.stjohnrichland.org
Visit us on Facebook:
“St John Evangelical Lutheran Church”
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