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We Come to God
*Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
(for music, see green LBW hymnal #44)

Pflugerville, Texas

***********************

Third Sunday of Advent
December 12, 2021

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall;
Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the child is Lord of all.
Swiftly winging, angels singing,
Bells are ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!
Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new
Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a Gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow,
Praises voicing, greet the morrow:
Christ the child is born for you! Christ the child is born for you!

*Greetings
Our Mission:
-to share the love of Christ,
grow in faith,
and come together to worship,
fellowship, and serve.

*Please stand or remain standing, as you are able.
For the Greetings, please remain in your pews,
turning around and welcoming those around you
with a nod, verbal greeting, and/or hand gesture.
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Special Music: Hand Bell Choir

We Hear God’s Word

*Gospel and Message

Children’s Message

Luke 7:18-28

Readings

18

Zephaniah 3:14-20
14

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and
exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 15 The Lord has
taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared away your
enemies. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall never
again fear evil.
16
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: "Fear not, O Zion;
let not your hands grow weak. 17 The Lord your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.
18
I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will
no longer suffer reproach. 19 Behold, at that time I will deal with all
your oppressors.
And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change
their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 20 At that time I will
bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; for I will make you
renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I
restore your fortunes before your eyes," says the Lord.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

Philippians 4:4-7
4

The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And
John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord,
saying, "Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for
another?" 20 And when the men had come to him, they said, "John
the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, 'Are you the one who is to
come, or shall we look for another? '" 21 In that hour he healed many
people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who
were blind he bestowed sight.
22
And he answered them, "Go and tell John what you have seen
and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have
good news preached to them. 23 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me."
24
When John's messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the
crowds concerning John: "What did you go out into the wilderness to
see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25 What then did you go out to see?
A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in
splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings 'courts. 26 What then
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a
prophet. 27 This is he of whom it is written, "'Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you. ' 28 I
tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet
the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he."
19

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God
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Message: “The Baptizer’s Faith”

We Respond to God’s Word
*Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel
(for music, see ivory insert #34 vs. 1, 3, 5)
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Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
Oh, come, strong Branch of Jesse, free
Your own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell your people save
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. (refrain)
Oh, come, O Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. (refrain)

*Prayers of the People
P: Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again,
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Offering
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse,
that there may be food in my house.
and thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts,
if I will not open the windows of heaven for you
and pour down for you a blessing
until there is no more need.” - Malachi 3:10
Today individuals may give their tithes (or proportionate gifts),
as well as other offerings, to the Lord
by using the small box on the table by the entrance,
or by giving electronically at St. John’s website,
www.stjohnrichland.com, or by downloading the app,
“Easy Tithe Giving,” to their mobile device.
Thank you for your partnership and support in the ministry
of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.

*Doxology

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen
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We are glad you are here!
We Go into the World to Serve
and Proclaim the Good News

If there is anything we can do for you,
please let us know.

*The King Shall Come
(for music, see green LBW hymnal #33 vs. 1-2, 5)

Our Sunday School is once again sponsoring
an Advent Food Drive for Circle of Hope.
We are asking individuals to purchase at least 1 of each item.
If you would like to purchase more,
we will take whatever you would like to give.
We will be collecting these items through Dec. 24th
at the Children’s Christmas Eve Pageant.
Any and all donations are appreciated.

The King shall come when morning dawns
And light triumphant breaks,
When beauty gilds the eastern hills
And life to joy awakes.
Not as of old a little child,
To bear and fight and die,
But crowned with glory like the sun
That lights the morning sky.
The King shall come when morning dawns
And light and beauty brings.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray:
Come quickly, King of kings.

*Benediction/Threefold Amen
L:

Go in peace; serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
*

*

*

*

*

Assisting in Worship Today
Ushers: Andrew Hamann and Tammy Kelley
Acolytes: Ethan Hamann and Steger Quintana
Song Leader: Vicki Merideth
Greetings: Gary Pemberton
Children’s Message: Jenny Cooke-Schuchmann
Reader: Heith Treadwell
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Advent Food Drive

Today, 3rd Sunday of Advent, Dec. 12th
1 lb. rice, 1 can soup
1 box instant oatmeal
1 lb. dry beans (any kind)
1 can vegetables (green beans, corn, mixed veggies)
4th Sunday of Advent, Dec. 19th
1 can/jar spaghetti sauce
1 pkg. spaghetti noodles
1 can evaporated milk
1 can fruit, 1 box candy canes

Crafting with Friends
The Crafting with Friends group meets
December 18th, at 10:00am, for just an hour,
to fill the stockings they have been making.
All are welcome!

St. John Post Office
No need to mail cards to church members. Our own Post Office
is in the Parish Hall. No stamps needed!
Put names on cards, and place them in alphabetical order.
This has been a tradition at St. John for many years.
Remember to check the tables for your cards
before the New Year!
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This Week at St. John
Today, December 12 3rd Sunday of Advent
8:00am Men’s Bible Study
9:00am Sunday School for all ages (PH)
10:15am Celebration Worship (S)
Monday, December 13
7:00pm Boy Scouts
Tuesday, December 14
6:30pm Church Council
Wednesday, December 15
6:00pm Kids Mission & Pageant Practice (PH)
6:30pm Vocal Choir Practice (S - main floor)
7:30pm Handbell Practice (S - balcony)
Friday, December 17
10:00am Adult Bible Study (PH)
Saturday, December 18
10:00am Crafting with Friends
1:00pm—6:00pm Parish Hall & Sanctuary Reserved
NEXT Sunday, December 19 4th Sunday of Advent
9:00am Sunday School for all ages (PH & YC)
10:15am Celebration Worship w/Holy Communion (S)
5:30pm Candlelight Worship sponsored by the Women’s
Guild w/Holy Communion & a light meal following

Candlelight Worship Service
This year’s annual Women’s Guild
Candlelight Christmas Service
will be on December 19th at 5:30pm.
This is always a special service and enjoyed by all.
There will be a light meal following in the Parish Hall.
Everyone is invited to attend and enjoy the fellowship.
If you are able please bring some sandwiches,
chips, a salad, or a dessert to share.
Everyone that is involved in presenting this service,
please be in the sanctuary by 4:45pm.
Thank you to all who have volunteered to be a part
of the service, plus those working in the kitchen,
setting up, and cleaning up.

New 2022 Membership Directory’s
A new draft of our 2022 directory is located on the back table.
Please check your name and information, making sure it is correct.
If it is not correct, make the changes on this draft.

Christmas Program
St. John annual Christmas Children’s Pageant is on Christmas
Eve, Dec. 24th at 6pm in the Parish Hall. Everyone is invited to
attend. This has been a tradition at St. John for many years.
If your child is interested in
participating in the Children’s
Christmas Pageant on Christmas Eve,
please contact Shannon Patrone.

Volunteer with a Phone Needed

2022 Flower Chart and Bulletin Chart
A new flower chart and bulletin chart are on the bulletin board
in the back of the sanctuary. Feel free to sign up to provide
flowers or plants for the altar (2 of each).
Also, if you would like to help with the cost
of providing worship bulletins, such as printing or paper,
a suggested donation is $10.00 per Sunday.
Sign up on the chart on the bulletin board.

Can you make a few phone calls a week? St. John needs a
volunteer to schedule Scripture Readers for our Sunday
worship service. If you are interested or would like to
find out more, talk to Pastor Todd.
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To our Visitors and Guests,

Welcome!

We rejoice that you have come to worship with us on this,
the Lord’s Day. If you are visiting for the first time,
please fill out one of the Visitor cards in the pews,
and place it in the offering plate
when the offering is received.
If you prefer, you may sign the guest register by the entrance.
We are glad that you joined us for worship today
and believe that God has led you here!

Need help this morning?
Talk to one of the ushers.
Need counsel, prayer, or interested
in becoming a member?
Talk to Pastor Todd.

*

*

*

*

*

How can we help you?

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is a traditional
country Christian church with heart for worshiping Jesus
and for caring for others.
St. John Lutheran is a congregation of Christians in
the Lutheran tradition, serving Pflugerville, Hutto, Manor,
Round Rock, and the surrounding countryside. Situated on
twenty-five acres, the campus includes three buildings: the
sanctuary, parish hall (where restrooms are located), and
parsonage.
The physical and mailing address is 17701 Cameron
Road, Pflugerville, TX 78660.

Pastor: Rev. Todd Peterson (pastortoddpeterson@gmail.com)
Council President: Bryan Rust (rustbk@flash.net)
SS Co-Superintendents: Shannon & John Patrone (sjpatrone@gmail.com)
Music Director: Louise Dunklin (lulu0656@yahoo.com)
Church Secretary: Sandy Brunton (office@stjohnrichland.org)
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St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is associated with
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)
www.lcmc.net

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
17701 Cameron Rd
Pflugerville, TX 78660
ph.512-251-4314
www.stjohnrichland.org
Visit us on Facebook:
“St John Evangelical Lutheran Church”

