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St. John Evangelical
Lutheran Church

We Come to God
*On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry
(for music, see green LBW hymnal #36 vs. 1-2, 5)

Pflugerville, Texas

***********************

Second Sunday of Advent
December 5, 2021

Our Mission:
-to share the love of Christ,
grow in faith,
and come together to worship,
fellowship, and serve.

On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings of the King of Kings!
Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin;
Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare
For Christ to come and enter there.
All praise to you, eternal Son,
Whose advent has our freedom won,
Whom with the Father we adore,
And Holy Spirit, evermore.

*Greetings
*Please stand or remain standing, as you are able.
For the Greetings, please remain in your pews,
turning around and welcoming those around you
with a nod, verbal greeting, and/or hand gesture.
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We Hear God’s Word
Children’s Message
Readings
Malachi 3:1-10
1

"Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he
is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's
fire and like fullers 'soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord.
4
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the
Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 5 "Then I will draw
near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers,
against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those
who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me,
says the Lord of hosts.
6
"For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob,
are not consumed. 7 From the days of your fathers you have turned
aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will
return to you, says the Lord of hosts. But you say, 'How shall we return? ' 8 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, 'How
have we robbed you? ' In your tithes and contributions. 9 You are cursed
with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. 10 Bring
the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.
And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open
the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until
there is no more need.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.
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Philippians 1:2-11
2

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. 3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,
4
always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with
joy, 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day
until now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work
in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is
right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my
heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.
8
For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the
affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that your love may
abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so
that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God

Special Music: “Yet a King”
*Gospel and Message
Luke 3:1-17
1

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius
Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee,
and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during the high
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John
the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 And he went into all the
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins.
4
As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,
"The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5 Every valley
shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made
4

low, and the crooked shall become straight, and the rough
places shall become level ways, 6 and all flesh shall see the
salvation of God. '"
7

He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized
by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not
begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father. ' For I
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for
Abraham.
9
Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into
the fire." 10 And the crowds asked him, "What then shall we do?" 11
And he answered them, "Whoever has two tunics is to share with
him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise." 12
Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, "Teacher,
what shall we do?" 13 And he said to them, "Collect no more than
you are authorized to do." 14 Soldiers also asked him, "And we,
what shall we do?" And he said to them, "Do not extort money
from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with
your wages."
15
As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning
in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ,
16
John answered them all, saying, "I baptize you with water, but he
who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am
not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing
floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable fire."
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message: “The Baptizer’s Call”

Verse 1
“I was there to hear your borning cry,
I’ll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold.
I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well.
In a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell.”
Verse 3
“In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young,
I’ll be there to guide you through the night,
Complete what I’ve begun.
When the evening gently closes in and you shut your weary eyes,
I’ll be there as I have always been with just one more surprise.”
Verse 4
“I was there to hear your borning cry,
I’ll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold.”

*Prayers of the People
P: Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

*Holy Communion
This church practices an “open table.”
If you have been baptized, are repentant of your sins,
and have, you believe, an adequate understanding
of the grace and love given in this sacrament,
as St. Paul writes, “Examine yourselves,
and only then eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”
- 1 Corinthians 11:28

*I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry
(for music, see ivory insert #770 vs. 1, 3-4)

Invitation
Leader: We are called to examine our faithfulness
to God’s covenant with us.
God, in whose presence we gather, promises us
grace and pardon when we acknowledge our sin,
our weakness, and our guilt.
Let us confess our sin to almighty God.
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We Respond to God’s Word

Offering
Confession
All: Eternal God, whose Word is a lamp to our feet
and a light to our path, through Jesus Christ
you have offered us new life, fulfillment,
and the freedom to serve you.
Yet we recognize and confess that we have failed
to respond fully to your Word
and your gracious presence in our lives.
We confess that we are captive to sin,
that our good works often blind us, with false pride,
to the sin that we do, including both the wrongs we do
and the good we leave undone.
Reconcile us to you and to one another.
God of mercy, forgive us all our sin,
and strengthen us anew for life
as you want us to live it;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse,
that there may be food in my house.
and thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts,
if I will not open the windows of heaven for you
and pour down for you a blessing
until there is no more need.” - Malachi 3:10
Today individuals may give their tithes (or proportionate gifts),
as well as other offerings, to the Lord
by using the small box on the table by the entrance,
or by giving electronically at St. John’s website,
www.stjohnrichland.com, or by downloading the app,
“Easy Tithe Giving,” to their mobile device.
Thank you for your partnership and support in the ministry
of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.

*Doxology

Absolution
Leader: God hears the confession of our hearts and lips.
Through Jesus Christ we are forgiven all our sins,
and by the grace of God’s Holy Spirit
we are empowered for new life.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

All: We believe the good news of Jesus Christ. Amen

We Go into the World to Serve
and Proclaim the Good News

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*Words of Institution & Distribution
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*Prepare the Royal Highway
(for music, see green LBW hymnal #26 vs. 1 & 4)
Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near.
Let every hill and valley a level road appear!
Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story:
Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s Word!
His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav’n above.
His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth and love.
So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding:
Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s Word!
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*Benediction/Threefold Amen
L:

Go in peace; serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
*

*

*

*

*

Assisting in Worship Today
Ushers: Andrew Hamann and Aubrey Hamann
Acolytes: Cameron Lampley and Elliott Hamann
Song Leader: Helen Roithner
Greetings: John Mark Thane
Children’s Message: Gary Pemberton
Reader: Becky Muehlbrad
Communion Assistant: Al Wendland

We are glad you are here!
If there is anything we can do for you,
please let us know.

Advent Food Drive
Our Sunday School is once again sponsoring
an Advent Food Drive for Circle of Hope.
We are asking individuals to purchase at least 1 of each item.
If you would like to purchase more,
we will take whatever you would like to give.
We will be collecting these items through Dec. 24th
at the Children’s Christmas Eve Pageant.
Any and all donations are appreciated.
December 5th (today) 2nd Sunday of Advent
1 jar peanut butter
1 box mac and cheese
1 jar jelly
1 box jello
1 box instant potatoes
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3rd Sunday of Advent, Dec. 12th
1 lb. rice, 1 can soup
1 box instant oatmeal
1 lb. dry beans (any kind)
1 can vegetables (green beans, corn, mixed veggies)
4th Sunday of Advent, Dec. 19th
1 can/jar spaghetti sauce
1 pkg. spaghetti noodles
1 can evaporated milk
1 can fruit, 1 box candy canes

This Week at St. John
Today, December 5 2nd Sunday of Advent
9:00am Sunday School for all ages (PH)
10:15am Celebration Worship (S)
Youth Bowling
Monday, December 6
7:00pm Boy Scouts
Wednesday, December 8
3:00pm Music Committee (PH)
6:00pm Kids Mission & Pageant Practice (PH)
6:30pm Vocal Choir Practice (S - main floor)
7:30pm Handbell Practice (S - balcony)
Thursday, December 9
9:30am Bluebonnet Conference Pastors (PH)
Friday, December 10
10:00am Adult Bible Study (PH)
Saturday, December 11
10:00am-5:00pm Parish Hall Reserved
NEXT Sunday, December 12 3rd Sunday of Advent
7:30am Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study (PH)
9:00am Sunday School for all ages (PH & YC)
10:15am Celebration Worship (S)

Crafting with Friends
The Crafting with Friends group will next meet
on Saturday, December 18th, at 10:00am, for just an hour,
to fill the stockings they have been making.
All are welcome!
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To our Visitors and Guests,

Welcome!

We rejoice that you have come to worship with us on this,
the Lord’s Day. If you are visiting for the first time,
please fill out one of the Visitor cards in the pews,
and place it in the offering plate
when the offering is received.
If you prefer, you may sign the guest register by the entrance.
We are glad that you joined us for worship today
and believe that God has led you here!

Need help this morning?
Talk to one of the ushers.
Need counsel, prayer, or interested
in becoming a member?
Talk to Pastor Todd.
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is a traditional
country Christian church with heart for worshiping Jesus
and for caring for others.
St. John Lutheran is a congregation of Christians in
the Lutheran tradition, serving Pflugerville, Hutto, Manor,
Round Rock, and the surrounding countryside. Situated on
twenty-five acres, the campus includes three buildings: the
sanctuary, parish hall (where restrooms are located), and
parsonage.
The physical and mailing address is 17701 Cameron
Road, Pflugerville, TX 78660.

Drive-thru Live Nativity Luminary
Witness a most unique live nativity with 9 scenes, animals,
and nearly 50 volunteers. See it all at Immanuel Lutheran Church,
411 Co Rd 401, Taylor, TX 76574, Saturday, Dec. 11,
6:30pm-8:30pm. There is no charge for this wonderful event.
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How can we help you?
Pastor: Rev. Todd Peterson (pastortoddpeterson@gmail.com)
Council President: Bryan Rust (rustbk@flash.net)
SS Co-Superintendents: Shannon & John Patrone (sjpatrone@gmail.com)
Music Director: Louise Dunklin (lulu0656@yahoo.com)
Church Secretary: Sandy Brunton (office@stjohnrichland.org)
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is associated with
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)
www.lcmc.net

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
17701 Cameron Rd
Pflugerville, TX 78660
ph.512-251-4314
www.stjohnrichland.org
Visit us on Facebook:
“St John Evangelical Lutheran Church”
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