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St. John Evangelical
Lutheran Church

We Come to God
*When Peace, like a River
(for music see green LBW hymnal #346 vs. 1 & 3)
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way;
When sorrows, like sea billows, roll;
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

Pflugerville, Texas
***********************

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
October 17, 2021

Our Mission:
-to share the love of Christ,
grow in faith,
and come together to worship,
fellowship, and serve.

Refrain
It is well, it is well, it is well, it is well;
It is well, it is well with my soul.
He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought;
My sin, not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to his cross, and I bear it no more.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! (refrain)

*Greetings
Reception of New Member Debra Rutledge
*Please stand or remain standing, as you are able.
For the Greetings, please remain in place and turn to those
around you to greet your fellow worshipers.
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Hebrews 4:1-13
1

We Hear God’s Word
Children’s Message
Readings
Ecclesiastes 5:10-20
10

He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he
who loves wealth with his income; this also is vanity. 11 When goods
increase, they increase who eat them, and what advantage has their
owner but to see them with his eyes? 12 Sweet is the sleep of a laborer,
whether he eats little or much, but the full stomach of the rich will not
let him sleep.
13
There is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun: riches
were kept by their owner to his hurt, 14 and those riches were lost in a
bad venture. And he is father of a son, but he has nothing in his hand.
15
As he came from his mother's womb he shall go again, naked as he
came, and shall take nothing for his toil that he may carry away in his
hand.
16
This also is a grievous evil: just as he came, so shall he go, and
what gain is there to him who toils for the wind? 17 Moreover, all his
days he eats in darkness in much vexation and sickness and anger.
18
Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink
and find enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun
the few days of his life that God has given him, for this is his lot.
19
Everyone also to whom God has given wealth and possessions
and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil—
this is the gift of God. 20 For he will not much remember the days of
his life because God keeps him occupied with joy in his heart.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.
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C: Thanks be to God.

Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us
fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it. 2 For good
news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not
benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who
listened. 3 For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said, "As I
swore in my wrath, 'They shall not enter my rest,'" although his works
were finished from the foundation of the world.
4
For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way:
"And God rested on the seventh day from all his works." 5 And again in
this passage he said, "They shall not enter my rest."
6
Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who
formerly received the good news failed to enter because of disobedience,
7
again he appoints a certain day, "Today," saying through David so long
afterward, in the words already quoted, "Today, if you hear his voice, do
not harden your hearts."
8
For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of
another day later on. 9 So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the
people of God, 10 for whoever has entered God's rest has also rested from
his works as God did from his.
11
Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by
the same sort of disobedience. 12 For the word of God is living and
active, sharper than any two- edged sword, piercing to the division of
soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts
and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his sight,
but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give
account.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

Special Music: Vocal Choir
*Gospel and Message
Mark 10:23-31
23

And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How difficult
it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!"
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And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to
them again, "Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God!
25
It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a
rich person to enter the kingdom of God." 26 And they were
exceedingly astonished, and said to him, "Then who can be saved?"
27
Jesus looked at them and said, "With man it is impossible, but
not with God. For all things are possible with God." 28 Peter began to
say to him, "See, we have left everything and followed you." 29 Jesus
said, "Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or
brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake
and for the gospel, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this
time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and
lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But
many who are first will be last, and the last first."
L: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message: “Difficulties and Possibilities”

We Respond to God’s Word
*Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
(for music see green LBW hymnal #448 vs. 1-3)
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see.
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!
Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come;
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

*Prayers of the People
P: Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

*Holy Communion
This church practices an “open table.”
If you have been baptized, are repentant of your sins,
and have, you believe, an adequate understanding
of the grace and love given in this sacrament,
as St. Paul writes, “Examine yourselves,
and only then eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”
- 1 Corinthians 11:28
Invitation
Leader: We are called to examine our faithfulness
to God’s covenant with us.
God, in whose presence we gather, promises us
grace and pardon when we acknowledge our sin,
our weakness, and our guilt.
Let us confess our sin to almighty God.
Confession
All: Eternal God, whose Word is a lamp to our feet
and a light to our path, through Jesus Christ
you have offered us new life, fulfillment,
and the freedom to serve you.
Yet we recognize and confess that we have failed
to respond fully to your Word
and your gracious presence in our lives.
We confess that we are captive to sin,
that our good works often blind us, with false pride,
to the sin that we do, including both the wrongs we do
and the good we leave undone.
Reconcile us to you and to one another.
God of mercy, forgive us all our sin,
and strengthen us anew for life
as you want us to live it;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen
Absolution
Leader: God hears the confession of our hearts and lips.
Through Jesus Christ we are forgiven all our sins,
and by the grace of God’s Holy Spirit
we are empowered for new life.
All: We believe the good news of Jesus Christ. Amen
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*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*Words of Institution & Distribution
Offering
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse,
that there may be food in my house.
And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts,
if I will not open the windows of heaven for you
and pour down for you a blessing
until there is no more need.” - Malachi 3:10

We Go into the World to Serve
and Proclaim the Good News
*Be Thou My Vision
(for music see ivory insert #776 vs. 1, 3-4)
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
Thou my best thought...by day and by night,
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always:
Thou, and thou only, first in my heart,
Great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.
Light of my soul, after victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s Sun.
Heart of my own heart, whatever be fall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Today individuals may give their tithes (or proportionate gifts),
as well as other offerings to the Lord,
by using the small box on the table by the entrance,
or by giving electronically at St. John’s website,
www.stjohnrichland.com, or by downloading the app,
“Easy Tithe Giving,” to their mobile device.

*Benediction/Threefold Amen

Thank you for your partnership and support in the ministry
of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Assisting in Worship Today

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen
7

P:

Go in peace; serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God

* *

*

*

*

Ushers: John Mark Thane & Helen Roithner
Song Leader: Ronald Roithner
Children’s Message: Kathy Pemberton
Reader: Heith Treadwell
Communion Assistant: Sam Jones
Bulletins are provided by Emmalea Prescott.
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We are glad you are here!
If there is anything we can do for you,
please let us know.

St. John’s Current Covid-19 Protocols
St. John recommends all those attending worship
wear a face mask during the worship service,
observe social distancing, regularly disinfect your hands,
and remain at home if not feeling well.
Thank you for your help in loving
and caring for one another.

2022 Budget Forum Today after Worship
An open forum to review the proposed
2022 budget will be held in the Parish Hall
immediately following the worship service this morning.
Members with questions about St. John’s budget
are asked to attend. Limited opportunity
for discussion will be available
on the day of the congregational meeting.

This Week at St. John
OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
St. John’s Annual Fall Congregational Meeting
is set for Sunday, October 24th, immediately following
the worship service in the Parish Hall.
The agenda for this official meeting each year
includes elections of leaders,
and approval of the next year’s budget.
In addition, benevolence dollars budgeted for 2022,
as well as monies earned in the Endowment Fund in 2021,
will all be designated by popular vote.
Note: in the past, St. John has had issues regarding quorum
when gathering for official congregational meetings.
It is absolutely essential that members take an active role
in both attending and participating in
officially called meetings of the congregation.
Your participation is vital to
the governance of this congregation.
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Today, October 17 21st Sunday after Pentecost
9:00am Sunday School for all ages (PH & YC)
10:15am Celebration Worship with Holy Communion (S)
11:20am 2022 Budget Forum (PH)
Monday, October 18
7:00pm Boy Scouts
Tuesday, October 19
6:00pm Christian Education Committee (PH)
Wednesday, October 20
6:00pm-7:25pm Kids’ Wednesday Night Mission (PH)
6:30pm Vocal Choir (S)
7:30pm Hand Bell Choir (S - Balcony)
Friday, October 22
10:00am Women’s Bible Study (PH)
Saturday, October 23
10:00am Crafting with Friends (PH)
NEXT Sunday, October 24 22nd Sunday after Pentecost
9:00am Sunday School for all ages (PH & YC)
10:15am Celebration Worship (S)
11:20am Annual Fall Congregational Meeting (PH)
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To our Visitors and Guests,

Welcome!

We rejoice that you have come to worship with us on this,
the Lord’s Day. If you are visiting for the first time,
please fill out one of the Visitor cards in the pews,
and place it in the offering plate
when the offering is received.
If you prefer, you may sign the guest register by the entrance.
We are glad that you joined us for worship today
and believe that God has led you here!

Need help this morning?
Talk to one of the ushers.
Need counsel, prayer, or interested
in becoming a member?
Talk to Pastor Todd.
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is a traditional
country Christian church with heart for worshiping Jesus
and for caring for others.
St. John Lutheran is a congregation of Christians in
the Lutheran tradition, serving Pflugerville, Hutto, Manor,
Round Rock, and the surrounding countryside. Situated on
twenty-five acres, the campus includes three buildings: the
sanctuary, parish hall (where restrooms are located), and
parsonage.
The physical and mailing address is 17701 Cameron
Road, Pflugerville, TX 78660.

Quilt Raffle

Thank you to everyone who bought raffle tickets for the quilt!
We made over $900 and it will go to the Capital Building Fund.
The winner of the drawing was Mike Gebert!
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How can we help you?
Pastor: Rev. Todd Peterson (pastortoddpeterson@gmail.com)
Council President: Bryan Rust (rustbk@flash.net)
SS Co-Superintendents: Shannon & John Patrone (sjpatrone@gmail.com)
Music Director: Louise Dunklin (lulu0656@yahoo.com)
Church Secretary: Sandy Brunton (office@stjohnrichland.org)
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is associated with
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)
www.lcmc.net

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
17701 Cameron Rd
Pflugerville, TX 78660
ph.512-251-4314
www.stjohnrichland.org
Visit us on Facebook:
“St John Evangelical Lutheran Church”
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