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We Come to God
*How Firm a Foundation
(for music see green LBW hymnal #507 vs. 1-3)
How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

Pflugerville, Texas
***********************

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 12, 2021

Our Mission:
-to share the love of Christ,
grow in faith,
and come together to worship,
fellowship, and serve.

Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.
When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be your supply.
The flames shall not hurt you; I only design
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine.

*Greetings
*Please stand or remain standing, as you are able.
For the Greetings, please remain in place and turn to those
around you to greet your fellow worshipers.
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We Hear God’s Word
Children’s Message
Readings
Isaiah 50:4-10
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The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught,
that I may know how to sustain with a word him who is weary.
Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as those
who are taught.5 The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not
rebellious; I turned not backward. 6 I gave my back to those who
strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my
face from disgrace and spitting.
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But the Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be
put to shame. 8 He who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with
me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? Let him come
near to me.
9
Behold, the Lord God helps me; who will declare me guilty?
Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat
them up. 10 Who among you fears the Lord and obeys the voice of his
servant? Let him who walks in darkness and has no light trust in the
name of the Lord and rely on his God.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

James 3:1-12
1

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2 For
we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what
he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3 If we
put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their
whole bodies as well. 4 Look at the ships also: though they are so large
and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder
wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5 So also the tongue is a small
member, yet it boasts of great things.
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How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And the
tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set
among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the
entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7 For every kind of
beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has
been tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue.
It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.
9
With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse
people who are made in the likeness of God. 10 From the same
mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought
not to be so. 11 Does a spring pour forth from the same opening
both fresh and salt water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear
olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield
fresh water.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

*Gospel and Message
Mark 9:14-29
14

And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd
around them, and scribes arguing with them. 15 And immediately all
the crowd, when they saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to
him and greeted him. 16 And he asked them, "What are you arguing
about with them?" 17 And someone from the crowd answered him,
"Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes
him mute. 18 And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and
he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your
disciples to cast it out, and they were not able."
19
And he answered them, "O faithless generation, how long
am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to
me." 20 And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw
him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground
and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21 And Jesus asked his
father, "How long has this been happening to him?" And he said,
"From childhood. 22 And it has often cast him into fire and into
water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion
on us and help us."
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And Jesus said to him, "'If you can'! All things are possible
for one who believes." 24 Immediately the father of the child cried
out and said, "I believe; help my unbelief!" 25 And when Jesus saw
that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit,
saying to it, "You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of
him and never enter him again." 26 And after crying out and
convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse,
so that most of them said, "He is dead."
27
But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he
arose. 28 And when he had entered the house, his disciples asked him
privately, "Why could we not cast it out?" 29 And he said to them,
"This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer."
L: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message: “Sticks and Stones”

We Respond to God’s Word
*I, the Lord of Sea and Sky
(for music see ivory insert #752)
“I, the Lord of sea sky, I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save.
I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?”

“I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?” (refrain)

*Prayers of the People
P: Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.

Refrain
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again,
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

“I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them. They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?” (refrain)

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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Offering
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse,
that there may be food in my house.
And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts,
if I will not open the windows of heaven for you
and pour down for you a blessing
until there is no more need.” - Malachi 3:10
Today individuals may give their tithes and other offerings
to the Lord by using the small box on the table by the entrance,
or by giving electronically at St. John’s website,
www.stjohnrichland.com, or by downloading the app,
“Easy Tithe Giving,” to their mobile device.
Thank you for your partnership in the ministry
of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

We Go into the World to Serve
and Proclaim the Good News

Calling the young and old to rest,
Calling the souls of those distressed,
Longing for life everlasting.
Not in our temples made with hands God the Almighty is dwelling;
High in the heav’ns his temple stands, all earthly temples excelling,
Yet he who dwells in heav’n above
Deigns to abide with us in love, making our bodies his temple.

*Benediction/Threefold Amen
P:

Go in peace; serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God
*

*

*

*

*

Assisting in Worship Today
Ushers: John Patrone & Mark Muehlbrad
Song Leader: Sandy Brunton
Greetings: Gary Pemberton
Children’s Message: Kathy Pemberton
Reader: Jenny Cooke-Schuchmann

We are glad you are here!
If there is anything we can do for you,
please let us know.

St. John’s Current Covid-19 Protocols
*Built on a Rock
(for music see LBW #365 vs. 1-2)
Built on a rock the Church shall stand,
Even when steeples are falling;
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land,
Bells still are chiming and calling—
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Updated August 8, 2021

Because of the growing number of confirmed cases
of the virus, both locally and nationally,
and the subsequent information and guidance provided
by local and national healthcare experts and organizations,
St. John recommends all those attending worship
to wear a face mask during the worship service,
observe social distancing, regularly disinfect your hands,
and remain at home if not feeling well.
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The leadership of St. John is trying its best
to respond to the effects and impact in our communities
caused by the current virus and its subsequent mutations,
and asks for your cooperation for everyone’s safety
and peace of mind in our worship service.
Other changes as felt needed will be made in the months
to come in an effort to effectively reflect
Christian love and concern to those around us.
Check St. John’s “In Touch” for the latest health
and safety protocols, or visit: www.stjohnrichland.org
Thank you for your help in loving
and caring for one another

This Week at St. John
Today, September 12 16th Sunday after Pentecost
9:00am Sunday School for all ages begins! (PH and YC)
10:15am Celebration Worship (S)
11:20am Women’s Guild (PH)
Monday, September 13
7:00pm Boy Scouts (PH)
Tuesday, September 14
6:30pm Church Council (PH)
Wednesday, September 15
6:00pm Wednesday Night Mission (PH)
7:30pm Handbell choir practice (S - Balcony)
Thursday, September 16
9:30am LCMC Bluebonnet Conference Pastors in Brenham
6:00pm “The Road Less Traveled” pp. 253-284
Friday, September 17
10:00am Women’s Bible Study (PH)
Saturday, September 18
8:30am - 11:30am Congregational Workday
NEXT Sunday, September 19 17th Sunday after Pentecost
8:00am Men’s Bible Study (PH)
9:00am Sunday School for all ages (PH and YC)
10:15am Celebration Worship with Holy Communion (S)
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St. John Women’s Guild Meets Today
St. John's Women's Guild will have a regular
'60-minute or less' general meeting immediately following worship
in the Parish Hall this morning. Items to be discussed include
1) finalizing plans for 2021 Pfolk Pfest
2) update on Funeral Ministry
3) forming of Nominating Committee to assist in electing
a new vice-president and treasurer.
All women are welcome!

St. John Cookbooks
We still have some cookbooks if you are interested in purchasing
one. They are very nice and would make a great gift idea. They are
on the tables inside the parish hall and are $15.00 each.
Many of our members have recipes in this cookbook!

Pfolk Pfest
The event will be on October 10th.
Tickets are on sale now from Mary Martinka
or Sandy Brunton, selling for $10 each for our German Meal.
This morning at the Women’s Guild meeting
final decisions about this event will be made.
We will hold the drive-thru regardless of other issues.
Sign up sheets are in the back of the church
for those who would like to help with the Pfest:
one for donating a cake for the event
and one for donating money
to help pay for the meat and other expenses.

Flower Chart
The chart for flowers is on the bulletin board
in the back of the sanctuary.
Please sign up for flowers or plants (2),
and if you have any questions, contact Mary Martinka.
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To our Visitors and Guests,

Welcome!

We rejoice that you have come to worship with us on this,
the Lord’s Day. If you are visiting for the first time,
please fill out one of the Visitor cards in the pews,
and place it in the offering plate
when the offering is received.
If you prefer, you may sign the guest register by the entrance.
We are glad that you joined us for worship today
and believe that God has led you here!

Need help this morning?
Talk to one of the ushers.
Need counsel, prayer, or interested
in becoming a member?
Talk to Pastor Todd.
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is a traditional
country Christian church with heart for worshiping Jesus
and for caring for others.
St. John Lutheran is a congregation of Christians in
the Lutheran tradition, serving Pflugerville, Hutto, Manor,
Round Rock, and the surrounding countryside. Situated on
twenty-five acres, the campus includes three buildings: the
sanctuary, parish hall (where restrooms are located), and
parsonage.
The physical and mailing address is 17701 Cameron
Road, Pflugerville, TX 78660.

September Newsletter
Copies of the September newsletter are on the table
in the back of the sanctuary. Feel free to take one or more.
Maybe you know some neighbors that are not church goers.
Show them what we at St. John are doing!
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How can we help you?
Pastor: Rev. Todd Peterson (pastortoddpeterson@gmail.com)
Council President: Bryan Rust (rustbk@flash.net)
SS Co-Superintendents: Shannon & John Patrone (sjpatrone@gmail.com)
Music Director: Louise Dunklin (lulu0656@yahoo.com)
Church Secretary: Sandy Brunton (office@stjohnrichland.org)
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is associated with
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)
www.lcmc.net

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
17701 Cameron Rd
Pflugerville, TX 78660
ph.512-251-4314
www.stjohnrichland.org
Visit us on Facebook:
“St John Evangelical Lutheran Church”
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