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 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 5, 2021 

 
 

Our Mission: 
-to share the love of Christ, 

grow in faith, 
and come together to worship, 

fellowship, and serve.  
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We Come to God 
 

*Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
(for music see ivory insert #771 vs. 1-2) 

 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

There is no shadow of turning with thee; 
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;  

As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.  (refrain) 
 

*Greetings 

 
 

*Please stand or remain standing, as you are able. 
For the Greetings, please remain in place and turn to those 

around you to greet your fellow worshipers.  
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We Hear God’s Word 
 

Children’s Message 

 
Readings 

 
James 2:1-10, 14-18 

 
 1 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold 
ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in 
shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one 
who wears the fine clothing and say, "You sit here in a good place," 
while you say to the poor man, "You stand over there," or, "Sit down 
at my feet," 4 have you not then made distinctions among yourselves 
and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved 
brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be 
rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to 
those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Are 
not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you 
into court? 7 Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable 
name by which you were called? 
  8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, 
"You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing well.  
9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the 
whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. 
 14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but 
does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister 
is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to 
them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled," without giving them the 
things needed for the body, what good is that? 
  17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
18 But someone will say, "You have faith and I have works." Show 
me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith 
by my works. 
 
 L:  Word of God. Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 146 

 
L:  1 Praise the LORD! 
C:  Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
 

L:  2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
C:  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 

L:  3 Put not your trust in princes, 
C:  in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
 

L:  4 When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; 
C:  on that very day his plans perish. 
 

L:  5 Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
C:  whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
 

L:  6 who made heaven and earth, 
C:  the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever; 
 

L:  7 who executes justice for the oppressed, 
C:  who gives food to the hungry.  The LORD sets the  
  prisoners free; 
 

L:  8 the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
C:  The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD  
  loves the righteous. 
 

L:  9 The LORD watches over the sojourners; 
C:   he upholds the widow and the fatherless, but the way of the 
  wicked he brings to ruin. 
 

L:   10 The LORD will reign forever, 
C:  your God, O Zion, to all generations.  Praise the LORD! 

 
*Gospel and Message 

 
Mark 7:24-37 

 
 24 And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre 
and Sidon. And he entered a house and did not want anyone to know, 
yet he could not be hidden. 25 But immediately a woman whose little 
daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down 
at his feet. 26 Now the woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by 
birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 
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 27 And he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to 
take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs.” 28 But she answered 
him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children's 
 crumbs.” 29 And he said to her, “For this statement you may go your 
way; the demon has left your daughter.”  
 30 And she went home and found the child lying in bed and the 
demon gone.  
 31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through 
Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32 And they 
brought to him a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and 
they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33 And taking him aside from 
the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting 
touched his tongue. 34 And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to 
him, "Ephphatha," that is, "Be opened." 35 And his ears were opened, 
his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36 And Jesus charged 
them to tell no one. But the more he charged them, the more zealously 
they proclaimed it.  
 37 And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, "He has 
done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak." 
 

L:   The Gospel of the Lord.      C: Praise to you, O Christ.        
 

Message:  “Show No Partiality”  
 

We Respond to God’s Word 
 

*Take My Life 
(for music see green LBW hymnal #406 vs. 1-3) 

 
Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord to thee; 

Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love; 
Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee. 

 
Take my voice and let me sing always, only, for my King: 

Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from thee. 
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*Prayers of the People 

 
 P: Lord, in your mercy,    C: hear our prayer. 

 
*Holy Communion 

 
This church practices an “open table.” 

If you have been baptized, are repentant of your sins, 
and have, you believe, an adequate understanding 

of the grace and love given in this sacrament, 
as St. Paul writes, “Examine yourselves, 

and only then eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”  
- 1 Corinthians 11:28 

 

Invitation       
L:  Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, 

who earnestly repent of their sin, and who desire to humbly 
follow His example in loving and serving others. Therefore, 

let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
 

Confession 
C:  O King and Father, 

your Son died and was raised up in power. 
Now enable us to die to our sin in repentance 

so we may rise to new life in Him. 
 

We confess to you: Lord,  
though you should guide us, we inform ourselves; 
though you should rule us, we control ourselves; 

though you should fulfill us, we console ourselves. 
We think your truth too high, your will too hard, 

your power too remote, your love too free. 
But they are not! 

And without them, we are of all people most miserable. 
 

Now heal our confused minds with your word, 
heal our divided wills with your truth, 

heal our troubled consciences with your love, 
heal our anxious hearts with your presence, 

all for the sake of your Son, 
who loved us and gave himself for us. Amen. 
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Absolution 

Leader:  God hears the confession of our hearts and lips. 
Through Jesus Christ we are forgiven all our sins, 

and by the grace of God’s Holy Spirit 
we are empowered for new life. 

 

ALL:  We believe the good news of Jesus Christ. Amen  
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 

*Words of Institution & Distribution 
 

Offering 
 

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, 
that there may be food in my house. 

And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, 
if I will not open the windows of heaven for you 

and pour down for you a blessing 
until there is no more need.” - Malachi 3:10 

 
Today individuals may give their tithes and other offerings 

to the Lord by using the small box on the table by the entrance, 
 or by giving electronically at St. John’s website, 

www.stjohnrichland.com, or by downloading the app, 
 “Easy Tithe Giving,” to their mobile device. 

 
Thank you for your partnership in the ministry 

of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
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*Doxology 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

We Go into the World to Serve  
and Proclaim the Good News 

 
*Lead On, O King Eternal! 

(for music see LBW #495 vs. 1 & 3) 
 

Lead on, O King eternal!  The day of march has come; 
Henceforth in fields of conquest your tents will be our home. 
Through days of preparation your grace has made us strong; 

And now, O King eternal, we lift our battle song. 
 

Lead on, O King eternal: We follow, not with fears, 
For gladness breaks like morning where're your face appears, 

Your cross is lifted o’er us; we journey in its light; 
The crown awaits the conquest; lead on, O God of might! 

 
*Benediction/Threefold Amen 

 

P:      Go in peace; serve the Lord. 
C:      Thanks be to God 

 
*     *     *     *     * 

 

Assisting in Worship Today 
 

Ushers:  John Patrone & Mark Muehlbrad 
Song Leader:  Alfred Wendland 

Children’s Message:  Gary Pemberton 
Reader:  Vicki Merideth 

 
The rose on the altar is in honor of Colton Suarez born on August 28th.  

His parents are Lynette and Jason Suarez, grandparents are 
Brenda and William Kirchner. Congratulations to everyone! 
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We are glad you are here! 
If there is anything we can do for you, 

please let us know. 
 
 

St. John’s Current Covid-19 Protocols 
Updated August 3, 2021 

 
Because of the growing number of confirmed cases 

of the virus, both locally and nationally, 
and the subsequent information and guidance provided 

by local and national healthcare experts and organizations, 
St. John recommends all those attending worship 
to wear a face mask during the worship service, 

observe social distancing, regularly disinfect your hands, 
and remain at home if not feeling well. 

 

The leadership of St. John is trying its best 
to respond to the effects and impact in our communities 
caused by the current virus and its subsequent mutations, 

and asks for your cooperation for everyone’s safety 
and peace of mind in our worship service. 

 

Other changes as felt needed will be made in the months 
to come in an effort to effectively reflect 

Christian love and concern to those around us. 
 

Check St. John’s “In Touch” for the latest health 
and safety protocols, or visit:  www.stjohnrichland.org 

 

Thank you for your help in loving 
and caring for one another. 
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This Week at St. John 

 
Today, September 5    15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 9:00am Adult Education (PH) 
     10:15am Celebration Worship with Holy Communion (S) 
Monday, September 6 
  Labor Day 
Wednesday, September 8 
 7:30pm Hand Bell Choir (S - Balcony) 
Friday, September 10 
      10:00am Women’s Bible Study (PH) 
Saturday, September 11 
      Youth go Tubing on the Lake 
NEXT Sunday, September 12    16th Sunday after Pentecost 
       9:00am Sunday School for all ages -(PH / YC) Rally Day 
     10:15am Celebration Worship (S) 
     11:20am Women’s Guild Meeting (PH) 
                         Newsletter Deadline 

 
 

Quilt Raffle 
 

The quilt raffle will take place sometime in 
October regardless of the status of the Pfolk 
Pfest. You can purchase tickets from Becky, 

Mary, Sandy, Kathy or Jenny. Each has a photo of the quilt,  
it is lovely and would make a great gift for someone. 

The ticket prices are $1 each or 6 tickets for $5. 
Catch us on Sunday mornings! 
You need not be present to win! 

 
 

Interested in Assisting in Worship? 
 

Contact Sandy Brunton if you would like  
to assist leading singing 

on a Sunday morning, Lois Shrout if you would like  
to read Holy Scripture, Pastor Todd if you would like 

to give the Greetings, and Kathy Pemberton if you 
would like to give the Children’s Message. 
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To our Visitors and Guests, 

Welcome! 
 

We rejoice that you have come to worship with us on this, 
the Lord’s Day. If you are visiting for the first time, 
please fill out one of the Visitor cards in the pews, 

and place it in the offering plate 
when the offering is received. 

If you prefer, you may sign the guest register by the entrance. 
We are glad that you joined us for worship today 

and believe that God has led you here! 
 

Need help this morning? 
Talk to one of the ushers. 

Need counsel, prayer, or interested 
in becoming a member? 

Talk to Pastor Todd. 
 

  St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is a traditional 
 country Christian church with heart for worshiping Jesus  
 and for caring for others.  
  St. John Lutheran is a congregation of Christians in  
 the Lutheran tradition, serving Pflugerville, Hutto, Manor, 
 Round Rock, and the surrounding countryside. Situated on 
 twenty-five acres, the campus includes three buildings: the 
 sanctuary, parish  hall (where restrooms are located), and  
 parsonage.             
  The physical and mailing address is 17701 Cameron 
 Road, Pflugerville, TX 78660. 

September Newsletter 
 

Copies of the September newsletter are on the table 
in the back of the sanctuary. Feel free to take one or more. 

Maybe you know some neighbors that are not church goers.  
Show them what we at St. John are doing! 
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How can we help you? 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Todd Peterson (pastortoddpeterson@gmail.com) 
Council President:  Bryan Rust (rustbk@flash.net) 

SS Co-Superintendents:  Shannon & John Patrone (sjpatrone@gmail.com) 
Music Director:  Louise Dunklin (lulu0656@yahoo.com) 

Church Secretary:  Sandy Brunton (office@stjohnrichland.org) 
 

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is associated with 
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC) 

www.lcmc.net 
 

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
17701 Cameron Rd 

Pflugerville, TX 78660 
ph.512-251-4314 

www.stjohnrichland.org 
Visit us on Facebook: 

“St John Evangelical Lutheran Church” 


