
EST.  1878 

St. John Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

Pflugerville, Texas 

*********************** 

 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 22, 2021 

Our Mission: 
-to share the love of Christ,

grow in faith, 
and come together to worship, 

fellowship, and serve.  
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We Come to God 

*Bind Us Together
(for music see ivory insert #748) 

Refrain 
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together 

With cords that cannot be broken. 
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, 

Bind us together with love. 

There is only one God, there is only one King; 
There is only one Body, that is why we can sing:  (refrain) 

You are the family of God, you are the promise divine; 
You are God’s chosen desire, you are the glorious new wine.  (refrain) 

*Greetings

*Please stand or remain standing, as you are able.
For the Greetings, please remain in place and turn to those 

around you to greet your fellow worshipers. 
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We Hear God’s Word

Children’s Message

Readings

Isaiah 29:11-19 

 11 And the vision of all this has become to you like the words of a 
book that is sealed. When men give it to one who can read, saying, 
"Read this," he says, "I cannot, for it is sealed." 12 And when they give 
the book to one who cannot read, saying, "Read this," he says, "I 
cannot read." 13 And the Lord said:" Because this people draw near 
with their mouth and honor me with their lips, while their hearts are far 
from me, and their fear of me is a commandment taught by men, 
 14 therefore, behold, I will again do wonderful things with this 
people, with wonder upon wonder; and the wisdom of their wise men 
shall perish, and the discernment of their discerning men shall be 
hidden." 15Ah, you who hide deep from the Lord your counsel, 
whose deeds are in the dark, and who say, "Who sees us? Who knows 
us?" 16 You turn things upside down! Shall the potter be regarded as 
the clay, that the thing made should say of its maker, "He did not make 
me"; or the thing formed say of him who formed it, "He has no 
understanding"? 
 17 Is it not yet a very little while  until Lebanon shall be turned 
into a fruitful field, and the fruitful field shall be regarded as a forest? 
18 In that day the deaf shall hear  the words of a book, and out of their 
gloom and darkness  the eyes of the blind shall see. 19 The meek shall 
obtain fresh joy in the Lord, and the poor among mankind shall exult 
in the Holy One of Israel. 

L:  Word of God. Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 

Ephesians 5:21-33 (NIV) 

21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to 

the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the 
head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.  
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24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit 
to their husbands in everything. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church 
and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the 
washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to 
himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 
blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands 
ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his 
wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, 
but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the 
church— 30 for we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a 
man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and 
the two will become one flesh.”  

32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ 
and the church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his 
wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 

L:  Word of God. Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel and Message

Mark 7: 1-13 

 1 Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, with some of the 
scribes who had come from Jerusalem, 2 they saw that some of his 
disciples ate with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. 3 (For 
the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their 
hands properly, holding to the tradition of the elders, 4 and when 
they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. 
And there are many other traditions that they observe, such as the 
washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and dining couches.)  
 5 And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, "Why do your 
disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat 
with defiled hands?"  
 6 And he said to them, "Well did Isaiah prophesy of you 
hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from me; 7 in vain do they worship me, 
teaching as doctrines the commandments of men. ' 8 You leave the 
commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men." 
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 9 And he said to them, "You have a fine way of rejecting the 
commandment of God in order to establish your tradition! 10 For 
Moses said, 'Honor your father and your mother'; and, 'Whoever 
reviles father or mother must surely die. '11 But you say, 'If a man 
tells his father or his mother, "Whatever you would have gained 
from me is Corban"' (that is, given to God) — 12 then you no longer 
permit him to do anything for his father or mother, 13 thus making 
void the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. 
And many such things you do." 

L:   The Gospel of the Lord.      C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Message:  “Marriage as a Symbol of Unity” 

We Respond to God’s Word 

*Shall We Gather at the River
(for music see ivory insert #690 vs. 1-2) 

Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod, 
With its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God? 

Refrain 
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

Gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray, 
We will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day.  (refrain) 

*Prayers of the People

P: Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

*Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell.   

On the third day he rose again, 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen 

Offering 
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, 

that there may be food in my house. 
And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, 

if I will not open the windows of heaven for you 
and pour down for you a blessing 

until there is no more need.” - Malachi 3:10 

Today individuals may give their tithes and other offerings 
to the Lord by using the small box on the table by the entrance, 

 or by giving electronically at St. John’s website, 
www.stjohnrichland.com, or by downloading the app, 

 “Easy Tithe Giving,” to their mobile device. 
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Thank you for your partnership in the ministry 
of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.

*Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen

We Go into the World to Serve 
and Proclaim the Good News 

*Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer
(for music see green LBW hymnal #343 vs. 1-2) 

Guide me ever, great Redeemer, pilgrim through this 
Barren land.  I am weak, but you are mighty; hold me 

With your pow’rful hand.  Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
Feed me now and evermore, feed me now and evermore. 

Open now the crystal fountain where the healing 
Waters flow; let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me 

All my journey through.  Strong deliver’rer, strong deliver’rer, 
Shield me with your mighty arm, shield me with your mighty arm. 

*Benediction/Threefold Amen

P:      Go in peace; serve the Lord. 
C:      Thanks be to God 

* * * *  * 
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Assisting in Worship Today 

Ushers:  Andrew Hamann & Bryan Rust 
Song Leader:  Vicki Merideth 

Children’s Message:  Mark Muehlbrad 
Reader:  James Hamann 

Bulletins are  provided by Patricia Roberts. 

We are glad you are here! 
If there is anything we can do for you, 

please let us know. 

St. John’s Current Covid-19 Protocols 
Updated August 3, 2021 

Because of the growing number of confirmed cases 
of the virus, both locally and nationally, 

and the subsequent information and guidance provided 
by local and national healthcare experts and organizations, 

St. John recommends all those attending worship 
to wear a face mask during the worship service, 

observe social distancing, regularly disinfect your hands, 
and remain at home if not feeling well. 

The leadership of St. John is trying its best 
to respond to the effects and impact in our communities 
caused by the current virus and its subsequent mutations, 

and asks for your cooperation for everyone’s safety 
and peace of mind in our worship service. 

Other changes as felt needed will be made in the months 
to come in an effort to effectively reflect 

Christian love and concern to those around us. 

Check St. John’s “In Touch” for the latest health 
and safety protocols, or visit:  www.stjohnrichland.org 

Thank you for your help in loving 
and caring for one another. 
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This Week at St. John 

Today, August 22    13th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00am Adult Education (PH) 

     10:15am Celebration Worship (S) 
Monday, August 23 
      7:00pm Boy Scouts (PH) 
Friday, August 27 

 10:00am Women’s Bible Study (PH) 
      12 noon Assembling Newsletter (PH) 
Saturday, August 28 

 10:00am Visitation for Waldine Wieruscheske 
     11:00am Funeral for Waldine Wieruscheske 
NEXT Sunday, August 29    14th Sunday after Pentecost 

   9:00am Adult Education (PH) 
 10:15am Celebration Worship (S) 

Quilt Raffle 

The quilt raffle will take place sometime in October regardless of 
the status of the Pfolk Pfest. You can purchase tickets from Becky, 

Mary, Sandy, Kathy or Jenny. Each has a photo of the quilt,  
it is lovely and would make a great gift for someone. 

The ticket prices are $1 each or 6 tickets for $5. 
Catch us on Sunday mornings! 
You need not be present to win! 
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Crafting with Friends 

Crafting with Friends did not meet in August. 
The September date will be Sept. 25 at 10am. 

We will be regrouping and looking at ideas for the rest of the 
year which includes the Christmas stockings 

we have been working on.  If you have any questions, contact 
Sandy Brunton any time. 

Pfolk Pfest 
The event will be on October 10th.  

Tickets are on sale now from Mary Martinka 
or Sandy Brunton, selling for $10 each for our German Meal. 

Our cut off date will be Sept. 12th to make final decisions 
about the event.    

We will hold the drive thru regardless of other issues.  
We feel it is important to and for the community to at least 

continue with the drive thru for meals. 

 Sign up sheets are in the back of the church 
for those who would like to help with the Pfest: 

one for donating a cake for the event 
and one for donating money 

to help pay for the meat and other expenses. 

Pick up a flyer on your way out! 

Flower Chart 
The chart for flowers is on the bulletin board in the back of the 
church.  Please sign up for flowers or plants (2) and if you have 

any questions, call Mary Martinka 
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To our Visitors and Guests, 

Welcome! 
We rejoice that you have come to worship with us on this, 

the Lord’s Day. If you are visiting for the first time, 
please fill out one of the Visitor cards in the pews, 

and place it in the offering plate 
when the offering is received. 

If you prefer, you may sign the guest register by the entrance. 
We are glad that you joined us for worship today 

and believe that God has led you here! 

Need help this morning? 
Talk to one of the ushers. 

Need counsel, prayer, or interested 
in becoming a member? 

Talk to Pastor Todd. 

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is a traditional 
country Christian church with heart for worshiping Jesus  
and for caring for others.  

St. John Lutheran is a congregation of Christians in  
the Lutheran tradition, serving Pflugerville, Hutto, Manor, 
Round Rock, and the surrounding countryside. Situated on 
twenty-five acres, the campus includes three buildings: the 
sanctuary, parish  hall (where restrooms are located), and  
parsonage.   

The physical and mailing address is 17701 Cameron 
Road, Pflugerville, TX 78660. 

Interested in Assisting with the Worship Service? 

Contact Sandy Brunton if you would like to lead singing 
on a Sunday morning, Lois Shrout if you would like  
to read Holy Scripture, Pastor Todd if you would like 

to give the Greetings, and Kathy Pemberton if you 
would like to give the Children’s Message. 
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How can we help you? 

Pastor:  Rev. Todd Peterson (pastortoddpeterson@gmail.com) 
Council President:  Bryan Rust (rustbk@flash.net) 

SS Co-Superintendents:  Shannon & John Patrone (sjpatrone@gmail.com) 
Music Director:  Louise Dunklin (lulu0656@yahoo.com) 

Church Secretary:  Sandy Brunton (office@stjohnrichland.org) 

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is associated with 
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC) 

www.lcmc.net 

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
17701 Cameron Rd 

Pflugerville, TX 78660 
ph.512-251-4314 

www.stjohnrichland.org 
Visit us on Facebook: 

“St John Evangelical Lutheran Church” 


