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St. John Evangelical
Lutheran Church

We Come to God
*Shine, Jesus, Shine
(for music see ivory insert #651)
Refrain
Shine, Jesus shine, fil this land with the Father’s glory;
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with love and mercy;
Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light!

Pflugerville, Texas
***********************

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 15, 2021

Our Mission:
-to share the love of Christ,
grow in faith,
and come together to worship,
fellowship, and serve.

Lord, the light of your love is shining,
In the midst of the darkness, shining;
Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us,
Set us free by the truth you now bring us.
Shine on me, shine on me. (refrain)
As we gaze on your kingly brightness,
So our faces display your likeness,
Ever changing from glory to glory,
Mirrored here, may our lives tell your story.
Shine on me, shine on me. (refrain)

*Greetings
*Please stand or remain standing, as you are able.
For the Greetings, please remain in place and turn to those
around you to greet your fellow worshipers.
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We Hear God’s Word
Children’s Message
Readings
1 Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18
1

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel. And
they presented themselves before God. 2 And Joshua said to all the
people, "Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, 'Long ago, your fathers
lived beyond the Euphrates,
14
"Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in
faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the
River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.
15
And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day
whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the
region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land
you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord."
16
Then the people answered, "Far be it from us that we should
forsake the Lord to serve other gods, 17 for it is the Lord our God who
brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house
of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and preserved us
in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom
we passed. 18 And the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord,
for he is our God."
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

5

For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral
or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance
in the kingdom of Christ and God.
6
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these
things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 There
-fore do not become partners with them; 8 for at one time you were
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light
9
(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true),
10
and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.
11
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead
expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they
do in secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes
visible, 14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
"Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on
you."
15
Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise,
16
making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
18
And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled
with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your
heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another out of
reverence for Christ.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

*Gospel and Message
John 6:51-69

C: Thanks be to God.
51

Ephesians 5:1-21
1

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk
in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant
offering and sacrifice to God. 3 But sexual immorality and all impurity
or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper
among saints. 4 Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude
joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving.
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C: Thanks be to God.

I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone
eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give
for the life of the world is my flesh." 52 The Jews then disputed among
themselves, saying, "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?" 53 So
Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54
Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I
will raise him up on the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my
blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my
4

blood abides in me, and I in him. 57 As the living Father sent me, and
I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live
because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not
like the bread the fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this bread
will live forever." 59 Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he
taught at Capernaum.
60
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, "This is a hard
saying; who can listen to it?"
61
But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, "Do you take offense at this? 62 Then
what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was
before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But there are
some of you who do not believe." (For Jesus knew from the
beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who
would betray him.) 65 And he said, "This is why I told you that no
one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father."
66
After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer
walked with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve, "Do you want to go
away as well?" 68 Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall
we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69 and we have believed,
and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.
L: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message: “Walking Wisely in Love and Purity”

We Respond to God’s Word
*Blessed Assurance
(for music see ivory insert #699 vs. 1-2)
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
Born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. (refrain)
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Refrain
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long:
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long.
Perfect submission, perfect delight,
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
Angels descending bring from above
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. (refrain)

*Prayers of the People
P: Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

*Holy Communion
This church practices an “open table.”
If you have been baptized, are repentant of your sins,
and have, you believe, an adequate understanding
of the grace and love given in this sacrament,
as St. Paul writes, “Examine yourselves,
and only then eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”
- 1 Corinthians 11:28
Invitation
L: Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin, and who desire to humbly
follow His example in loving and serving others. Therefore,
let us confess our sin before God and one another.
Confession
C: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you
with our whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church.
We have not done your will, we have broken your law,
we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our
neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Absolution
L to C: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we
were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
C to L: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
ALL: Glory to God.

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

*Words of Institution & Distribution
Offering
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse,
that there may be food in my house.
And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts,
if I will not open the windows of heaven for you
and pour down for you a blessing
until there is no more need.” - Malachi 3:10
Today individuals may give their tithes and other offerings
to the Lord by using the small box on the table by the entrance,
or by giving electronically at St. John’s website,
www.stjohnrichland.com, or by downloading the app,
“Easy Tithe Giving,” to their mobile device.
Thank you for your partnership in the ministry
of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.
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*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

We Go into the World to Serve
and Proclaim the Good News
*I Love to Tell the Story
(for music see green LBW hymnal #390 vs. 1-2)
I love to tell the story of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story, because I know it’s true;
It satisfies my longings as nothing else would do.
Refrain
I love to tell the story; I’ll sing this theme in glory
And tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story; How pleasant to repeat
What seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet!
I love to tell the story, for some have never heard
The message of salvation from God’s own holy Word. (refrain)

*Benediction/Threefold Amen
P:

Go in peace; serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God
*

*

*

*

*

Flowers this morning are provided by Patricia Roberts
in memory of her parents.
Bulletins are also provided by Patricia Roberts.
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We are glad you are here!
If there is anything we can do for you,
please let us know.

St. John’s Current Covid-19 Protocols
Updated August 3, 2021
Because of the current growing number of confirmed cases
of the virus, both locally and nationally,
and the subsequent information and guidance provided
by local and national healthcare experts and organizations,
the wearing of face masks in our worship service
is now officially “recommended.”
Individuals should exercise the recommended spacing
and social distancing they and those around them require.
The value of hand-washing and the use of disinfectants
can hardly be overemphasized.
For Holy Communion this morning
both regular wine and grape juice
with regular or gluten-free wafers are available,
along with 1-piece pre-packaged sealed kits
of grape juice and bread.
The traditional elements will be served first
up front at the chancel, followed by the sealed kits
served in the pews.
Other changes may be made to the service as felt needed
in order to effectively reflect Christian love.
Always check St. John’s “In Touch” for the latest health
and safety protocols, or visit: www.stjohnrichland.org
Thank you for your help in loving
and caring for one another.

Assisting in Worship Today
Ushers: Andrew Hamann & Sam Jones
Song Leader: Sandy Brunton
Children’s Message: Gary Pemberton
Reader: Margaret Jones
Guest Organist: Vernagene Mott
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This Week at St. John
Today, August 15 12th Sunday after Pentecost
Newsletter Deadline
9:00am Adult Education (PH)
10:15am Celebration Worship
with Holy Communion (S)
11:20am Pfolk Pfest Committee Chairs (S)
Monday, August 16
7:00pm Boy Scouts (PH)
Thursday, August 19
6:00pm “The Road Less Traveled” (PH)
Friday, August 20
10:00am Women’s Bible Study (PH)
Saturday, August 21
10:00am “Crafting with Friends” (PH)
NEXT Sunday, August 22 13th Sunday after Pentecost
9:00am Adult Education (PH)
10:15am Celebration Worship (S)

Pfolk Pfest
The event will be on October 10th.
Tickets are on sale now from Mary Martinka
or Sandy Brunton, selling for $10 each.
There will be a Pfolk Pfest committee
chairs meeting following worship
this morning in the back of the sanctuary.
Our cut off date will be Sept. 12th to make final decisions
about the event. It is possible that we may just hold only the
drive thru if the Women’s Guild votes to do so.
Sign up sheets are in the back of the church
for those who would like to help with the Pfest:
one for donating a cake for the event
and one for donating money
to help pay for the meat and other expenses.
Pick up a flyer on your way out!
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To our Visitors and Guests,

Welcome!

We rejoice that you have come to worship with us on this,
the Lord’s Day. If you are visiting for the first time,
please fill out one of the Visitor cards in the pews,
and place it in the offering plate
when the offering is received.
If you prefer, you may sign the guest register by the entrance.
We are glad that you joined us for worship today
and believe that God has led you here!

Need help this morning?
Talk to one of the ushers.
Need counsel, prayer, or interested
in becoming a member?
Talk to Pastor Todd.
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is a traditional
country Christian church with heart for worshiping Jesus
and for caring for others.
St. John Lutheran is a congregation of Christians in
the Lutheran tradition, serving Pflugerville, Hutto, Manor,
Round Rock, and the surrounding countryside. Situated on
twenty-five acres, the campus includes three buildings: the
sanctuary, parish hall (where restrooms are located), and
parsonage.
The physical and mailing address is 17701 Cameron
Road, Pflugerville, TX 78660.

Deadline
Today is the deadline for the September newsletter.
If you have not yet done so,
please send/turn in your article today.
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How can we help you?
Pastor: Rev. Todd Peterson (pastortoddpeterson@gmail.com)
Council President: Bryan Rust (rustbk@flash.net)
SS Co-Superintendents: Shannon & John Patrone (sjpatrone@gmail.com)
Music Director: Louise Dunklin (lulu0656@yahoo.com)
Church Secretary: Sandy Brunton (office@stjohnrichland.org)
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church is associated with
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)
www.lcmc.net

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
17701 Cameron Rd
Pflugerville, TX 78660
ph.512-251-4314
www.stjohnrichland.org
Visit us on Facebook:
“St John Evangelical Lutheran Church”
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