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We Come to God
*Precious Lord, Take My Hand
(for music see ivory insert #731)
Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.
Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light,
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

Pflugerville, Texas
***********************

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 25, 2021

When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near,
When my life is almost gone,
Hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall.
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.
When the darkness appears and the night draws near,
And the day is past and gone,
At the river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand.
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

*Greetings
Our Mission:
-to share the love of Christ,
grow in faith,
and come together to worship,
fellowship, and serve.

*Please stand or remain standing, as you are able.
For the Greetings, please take the opportunity
to greet your fellow worshipers.
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2021 Summer Mission Trip Participants

We Hear God’s Word
Readings
Genesis 9:8-17
8

being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and
depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
20
Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that
we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God

9

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, "Behold, I
establish my covenant with you and your offspring after you, 10 and
with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock,
and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the
ark; it is for every beast of the earth. 11 I establish my covenant with
you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth."
12
And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make
between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for
all future generations:13 I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall
be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I bring
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will
remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living
creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a
flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see
it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every
living creature of all flesh that is on the earth."
17
God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant that I
have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth."
L: Word of God. Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

Ephesians 3:14-21
14

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from
whom every family[a] in heaven and on earth is named, 16 that
according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being,
17
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you,
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*Gospel and Message
Mark 6:45-56
45

Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go
before him to the other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the
crowd. 46 And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the
mountain to pray. 47 And when evening came, the boat was out on the
sea, and he was alone on the land. 48 And he saw that they were
making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about
the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. He
meant to pass by them, 49 but when they saw him walking on the sea
they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50 for they all saw him and
were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take
heart; it is I. Do not be afraid." 51 And he got into the boat with them,
and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 52 for they did
not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.
53
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret
and moored to the shore. 54 And when they got out of the boat, the
people immediately recognized him 55 and ran about the whole region
and began to bring the sick people on their beds to wherever they
heard he was. 56 And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they
might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched
it were made well.
L: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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Message: “The Strength We Need”

We Respond to God’s Word
*Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult
(for music see green LBW hymnal #494 vs. 1 & 5)
Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult
Of our life’s wild, restless sea,
Day by day his clear voice sounding,
Saying, “Christian, follow me.”
Jesus calls us! In your mercy,
Savior, make us hear your call,
Give our hearts to your obedience.
Serve and love you best of all.

*Prayers of the People
P: Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

*Holy Communion
This church practices an “open table.”
If you have been baptized, are repentant of your sins,
and have, you believe, an adequate understanding
of the grace and love given in this sacrament,
as St. Paul writes, “Examine yourselves,
and only then eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”
- 1 Corinthians 11:28
L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
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Confession
L: Almighty and most merciful Father,
we are thankful that your mercy is higher than the heavens,
ALL: wider than our wanderings, deeper than all our sin.
L: Forgive our careless attitudes toward your purposes,
our refusal to relieve the suffering of others,
ALL: our envy of those who have more than we have,
our obsession with creating a life of constant pleasure,
our indifference to the treasures of heaven,
our neglect of your wise and gracious law.
L: Help us to change our way of life
so that we may desire what is good,
ALL: love what you love, and do what you command,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Absolution
L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when
we were dead in sin, and has made us alive by faith in Christ.
By grace we have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ,
our sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen us
with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in our hearts by a living faith.
ALL: Amen

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

*Words of Institution & Distribution
Offering
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“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse,
that there may be food in my house.
And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts,
if I will not open the windows of heaven for you
and pour down for you a blessing
until there is no more need.” - Malachi 3:10
Today individuals may give their tithes and other offerings
to the Lord by using the small box on the table by the entrance,
or by giving electronically at St. John’s website,
www.stjohnrichland.com, or by downloading the app,
“Easy Tithe Giving,” to their mobile device.

*Benediction/Threefold Amen
P:

Go in peace; serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Thank you for your partnership in the ministry
of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church.

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

We Go into the World to Serve
and Proclaim the Good News
*What a Friend We Have in Jesus
(for music see green LBW hymnal #439 vs. 1-2)
What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear
What a privilege to carry ev’rything to God in prayer.
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; oh, what needless pain we bear All because we do not carry ev’rything to God in prayer.

*

*

*

Assisting in Worship Today
Ushers: Vicki Merideth & William Kirchner
Song Leader: Helen Roithner
Greetings: John Mark Thane
Reader: Heith Treadwell
Holy Communion Assistant: Mark Muehlbrad
Guest Organist: Vernagene Mott
.

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged—take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
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