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Our Mission: 
-to share the love of Christ, 

grow in faith, 
and come together to worship, 

fellowship, and serve.  
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We Come to God 
 

*We Praise You, O God 
(for music see green LBW hymnal #241 vs. 1 & 3) 

 
We praise you, O God, our redeemer, creator; 

In grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 
We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; 

We bless your holy name; glad praises we sing. 
 

With voices united our praises we offer 
And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 

With you, Lord, beside us, your strong arm will guide us. 
To you, our great redeemer, forever be praise! 

 
*Greetings 

 
 

*Please stand or remain standing, as you are able. 
For the Greetings, please remain in your pews, 

turning around and welcoming those around you 
with a nod, verbal greeting, and/or hand gesture.  
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We Hear God’s Word 

 
Readings 

 
Amos 7:7-15 

 
 7This is what he showed me: behold, the Lord was standing 
beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand.  
8 And the Lord said to me, "Amos, what do you see?" And I said,  
"A plumb line." Then the Lord said, "Behold, I am setting a plumb 
line in the midst of my people Israel;  I will never again pass by 
them; 9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the 
sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the 
house of Jeroboam with the sword."  
 10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of 
Israel, saying, "Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the 
house of Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words. 11 For thus 
Amos has said, "'Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must 
go into exile away from his land. '"  12 And Amaziah said to Amos, 
"O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat bread there, and 
prophesy there, 13 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the 
king's sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom." 
 14Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, "I was no prophet, 
nor a prophet's son, but I was a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore 
figs. 15 But the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord 
said to me, 'Go, prophesy to my people Israel. ' 
 
 L:  Word of God. Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Ephesians 1:3-14 

 
 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he 
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according 
to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with 
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which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and 
insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 
purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of 
time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
 11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predes- 
tined according to the purpose of him who works all things according 
to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the first to hope in 
Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when 
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed 
in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the 
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 
praise of his glory. 
 
 L:  Word of God. Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God 

 
*Gospel and Message 

 
Mark 6:14-29 

 
 14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus ' name had become known. 
Some said, "John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is 
why these miraculous powers are at work in him." 15 But others said, 
"He is Elijah." And others said, "He is a prophet, like one of the 
prophets of old." 16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, "John, whom 
I beheaded, has been raised." 17 For it was Herod who had sent and 
seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his 
brother Philip's wife, because he had married her.  
 18 For John had been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to 
have your brother's wife." 19 And Herodias had a grudge against him 
and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, 20 for Herod feared 
John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him 
safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard 
him gladly. 
 21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a 
banquet for his nobles and military commanders and the leading his 
guests. And the king said to the girl, 22 "Ask me for whatever you 
wish, and I will give it to you." 23 And he vowed to her, "Whatever 
you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom."  
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 24 And she went out and said to her mother, "For what should I 
ask?" And she said, "The head of John the Baptist."  
 25 And she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, 
saying, "I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a 
platter." 26 And the king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths 
and his guests he did not want to break his word to her. 27 And 
immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring John's 
head. He went and beheaded him in the prison 28 and brought his head 
on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 
 29 When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and 
laid it in a tomb. 
  
 L:   The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Message:  “Blessings Christ Brings”  

 
We Respond to God’s Word 

 
*I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry 
(for music see ivory insert #770 vs. 1-2, 4) 

 
I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold. 
I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well; 
In a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell. 

 
When you heard the wonder of the Word I was there to cheer you on; 
You were raised to praise the living Lord, to whom you now belong. 

If you find someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one, 
I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun. 

 
I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold. 
 

*Prayers of the People 
 

 P: Lord, in your mercy,    C: hear our prayer. 
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*Holy Communion 

 
This church practices an “open table.” 

If you have been baptized, are repentant of your sins, 
and have, you believe, an adequate understanding 

of the grace and love given in this sacrament, 
as St. Paul writes, “Examine yourselves, 

and only then eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”  
 

- 1 Corinthians 11:28 
 

L:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen 

Confession 
 

 L:  Most merciful God, 
All:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen 
  

Absolution 
  

L:  God, who is rich in mercy, 
loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and has made us alive by faith in Christ. 

By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 

with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C:  Amen  
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*Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 
 

*Words of Institution & Distribution 
 

Offering 
 

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, 
that there may be food in my house. 

And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, 
if I will not open the windows of heaven for you 

and pour down for you a blessing 
until there is no more need.” - Malachi 3:10 

 
Today individuals may give their tithes and other offerings 

to the Lord by using the small box on the table by the entrance, 
 or by giving electronically at St. John’s website, 

www.stjohnrichland.com, or by downloading the app, 
 “Easy Tithe Giving,” to their mobile device. 

 

Thank you for your partnership in the ministry 
of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

 
*Doxology 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
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We Go into the World to Serve  
and Proclaim the Good News 

 
*Go My Children 

(for music see ivory insert #721 vs. 1-2) 
 

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 

 
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
Here you heard my dear Son’s story, here you touched him,  

saw his glory. 
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

 
*Benediction/Threefold Amen 

 
P:      Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

C:      Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*     *     *     *    
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assisting in Worship Today 
 

Ushers:  Vicki Merideth & William Kirchner 
Song Leader:  Ronald Roithner 
Greetings:  John Mark Thane 

Reader:  Gary Pemberton 
Holy Communion Assistant:  Andrew Hamann 

 


