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July 4, 2021 

(Independence Day) 
 
 

Our Mission: 
-to share the love of Christ, 

grow in faith, 
and come together to worship, 

fellowship, and serve.  
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We Come to God 
 

*My Country, ‘Tis of Thee 
(for music see green LBW hymnal #566 vs. 1-3) 

 
My country ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing: 

Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrims’ pride, 
 From ev’ry mountainside let freedom ring. 

 
My native country, thee, land of the noble free, thy name I love:   

I love thy rocks and rills, thy woods and templed hills; 
My heart with rapture thrills like that above. 

 
Let music swell the breeze, and ring from all the trees 

sweet freedom’s song; 
Let mortal tongues awake; let all that breathe partake;  

Let rocks their silence break, the sound prolong. 
 

*Greetings 
 
 
 

*Please stand or remain standing, as you are able. 
For the Greetings, please remain in your pews, 

turning around and welcoming those around you 
with a nod, verbal greeting, and/or hand gesture.  
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We Hear God’s Word 

 
Readings 

 
Ezekiel 2:1-5 

 
 1 And he said to me, "Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will 
speak with you." 2 And as he spoke to me, the Spirit entered into me 
and set me on my feet, and I heard him speaking to me. 3 And he said 
to me, "Son of man, I send you to the people of Israel, to nations of 
rebels, who have rebelled against me. They and their fathers have 
transgressed against me to this very day. 4 The descendants also are 
impudent and stubborn: I send you to them, and you shall say to 
them, 'Thus says the Lord God. ' 5 And whether they hear or refuse to 
hear (for they are a rebellious house) they will know that a prophet 
has been among them. 
 
 L:  Word of God. Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 
2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

 
 1 I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by 
it, I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 I know a man 
in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 3 
And I know that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in 
the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— 4 and he 
heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter.  5 On 
behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, 
except of my weaknesses— 6 though if I should wish to boast, I 
would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth; but I refrain 
from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or 
hears from me. 7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of 
the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in 
the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from 
becoming conceited. 
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  8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should 
leave me. 9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for 
my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all 
the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For 
when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
 L:  Word of God. Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God 

 
*Gospel and Message 

 
Mark 6:1-13 

 
 1 He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his 
disciples followed him. 2 And on the Sabbath he began to teach in 
the synagogue, and many who heard him were astonished, saying, 
"Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to 
him? How are such mighty works done by his hands? 3 Is not this 
the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and 
Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?" And they 
took offense at him. 
  4 And Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor, 
except in his hometown and among his relatives and in his own 
household." 5 And he could do no mighty work there, except that 
he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6 And he 
marveled because of their unbelief.  And he went about among the 
villages teaching.7 And he called the twelve and began to send 
them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean 
spirits. 
  8 He charged them to take nothing for their journey except a 
staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— 9 but to wear 
sandals and not put on two tunics. 10 And he said to them, 
"Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from 
there. 11 And if any place will not receive you and they will not 
listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your 
feet as a testimony against them." 12 So they went out and 
proclaimed that people should repent. 13 And they cast out many 
demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed 
them. 
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L:   The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Message:  “A Declaration of Dependence”  

 
We Respond to God’s Word 

 
*O Beautiful, For Spacious Skies 

(for music see ivory insert #443 vs. 1 & 3) 
 

O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 

America! America! God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea! 

 
O beautiful for heroes, roved in liberating strife, 

Who more than self their country loves, and mercy more than life! 
America! America! May God thy gold refine, 

Till all success be nobleness, and every gain divine! 
 

*Prayers of the People 
 

 P: Lord, in your mercy,    C: hear our prayer. 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
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*The Nicene Creed 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 
Offering 

 
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, 

that there may be food in my house. 
And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, 

if I will not open the windows of heaven for you 
and pour down for you a blessing 

until there is no more need.” - Malachi 3:10 
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Today individuals may give their tithes and other offerings 

to the Lord by using the small box on the table by the entrance, 
 or by giving electronically at St. John’s website, 

www.stjohnrichland.com, or by downloading the app, 
 “Easy Tithe Giving,” to their mobile device. 

 

Thank you for your partnership in the ministry 
of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

 
*Doxology 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 
We Go into the World to Serve  
and Proclaim the Good News 

 
*God of Our Fathers 

(for music see LBW #567 vs. 1-2, 4) 
 

God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 
Leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies: 
Our grateful songs before your throne arise. 

 
Your love divine has led us in the past; 
In this free land by your our lot is cast; 

Oh, be our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay; 
Your Word our law, your paths our chosen way. 

 
Refresh your people on their toilsome way; 

Lead us from night to never ending day; 
Fill all our lives with heav’n-born love and grace 

Until at last we meet before your face. 
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*Benediction/Threefold Amen 

 
P:      Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

C:      Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

*     *     *     *   
 
 

Assisting in Worship Today 
 

Ushers:  Vicki Merideth & William Kirchner 
Song Leader:  Ronald Roithner 
Greetings:   Gary Pemberton 

Reader:  JoAnn Savage 
 

Flowers this morning are provided by Waldine Wieruscheske. 
 
 
 

July Newsletter Available 
 

Copies of the July issue of St. John’s monthly newsletter, 
“The Richland Word,” are available on the back table 

and in the Parish Hall. 
If you do not currently receive St. John’s monthly newsletter 

but would like to,  please visit the table in the back 
and sign up on the clipboard there provided. 

Thank you! 

 
 
 
 


