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Our Mission: 
-to share the love of Christ, 

grow in faith, 
and come together to worship, 

fellowship, and serve.  
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We Come to God 
 

*For the Beauty of the Earth 
(for music see green LBW hymnal #561 vs. 1, 3-4) 

 
For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies, 

For the love which from our birth over and around us lies: 
 

Refrain 
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise this our sacrifice of praise. 

 
For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s delight, 
For the mystic harmony linking sense to sound and sight: 

(refrain) 
 

For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent child. 
Friends on earth and friends above; for all gentle thoughts and mild: 

(refrain) 
 
 

*Please stand or remain standing, as you are able. 
For the Greetings, please remain in your pews, 

turning around and welcoming those around you 
with a nod, verbal greeting, and/or hand gesture.  
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*Greetings 

 
We Hear God’s Word 

 
Children’s Message 

 
Readings 

 
Acts 8:26-40 

  
 26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Rise and go toward 
the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is 
a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, 
a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians,  
who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over 
and join this chariot." 
  30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet 
and asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?"  
 31 And he said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?"  
 And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the 
passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this:  "Like a sheep 
he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
so he opens not his mouth.33 In his humiliation justice was denied 
him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away 
from the earth." 
 34 And the eunuch said to Philip, "About whom, I ask you, does 
the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?"  
 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this 
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.  
 36 And as they were going along the road they came to some 
water, and the eunuch said, "See, here is water! What prevents me 
from being baptized?"  
 

4 

 
 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went 
down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him.  
 39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on 
his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 
passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came 
to Caesarea. 
 
 L:  Word of God. Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 
1 John 4:1-11 

 
 1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out 
into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and 
every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the 
spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the 
world already.  
 4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for 
he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are 
from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world 
listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; 
whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the 
Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 
 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who 
does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the 
love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son 
into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not 
that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.  
 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

 
 L:  Word of God. Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God 

 
*Gospel and Message 

 
John 15:1-8 
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 1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every 
branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.  
3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken 
to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides 
in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me 
you can do nothing.  
 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the 
fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my 
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 
disciples. 
  
 L: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Message:  “Making Your Garden Grow”  

 
We Respond to God’s Word 

 
*In the Garden 

(for music see ivory insert #264 vs. 1-2) 
 

I come to the garden alone, while the dew is still on the roses; 
And the voice I hear, falling on my ear, the Son of God discloses. 

 
Refrain 

And He walks with me, and He talks with me, 
And He tells me I am His own, 

And the joy we share as we tarry there none other has ever known. 
 

He speaks, and the sound of His voice is so sweet the 
birds hush their singing;  

And the melody that He gave to me within my heart is ringing. 
(refrain) 
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*Prayers of the People 

 
 P: Lord, in your mercy,    C: hear our prayer. 

 
*Holy Communion 

 
This church practices an “open table.” 

If you have been baptized, are repentant of your sins, 
and have, you believe, an adequate understanding 

of the grace and love given in this sacrament, as St. Paul writes, 
“Examine yourselves, and only then eat of the bread 

and drink of the cup.”  - 1 Corinthians 11:28 
 

Confession 
 

Leader:  Gracious God, 
All:  have mercy on us.  

We confess that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves into the power of sin. 
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 

 
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 
Absolution: 

 
Leader: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when 

we were dead in sin, and has made us alive by faith in Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 

 
In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

 Congregation:  Amen  
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*Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 

 
*Words of Institution & Distribution 

 
Offering 

 
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, 

that there may be food in my house. 
And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, 

if I will not open the windows of heaven for you 
and pour down for you a blessing 

until there is no more need.” - Malachi 3:10 
 

Today individuals may give their tithes and other offerings 
to the Lord by using the small box on the table by the entrance, 

 or by giving electronically at St. John’s website, 
www.stjohnrichland.com, or by downloading the app, 

 “Easy Tithe Giving,” to their mobile device. 
 

Thank you for your partnership in the ministry 
of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

 
*Doxology 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
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We Go into the World to Serve  
and Proclaim the Good News 

 
*Let All Things Now Living 

(for music see green LBW hymnal #557 vs. 1-2) 
 

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 
To God the creator triumphantly raise, 

Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 
Who still guides us on to the end of our days. 

God’s banners are o’er us, His light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 

Till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished, 
As forward we travel from light into light. 

 

His law he enforces, the stars in their courses 
And sun in its orbit obediently shine; 

The hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, 
The deeps of the ocean proclaim him divine. 

We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 
With glad adoration a song let us raise 

Till all things now living unite in thanksgiving: 
“To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!” 

 
*Benediction/Threefold Amen 

 
P:      Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

C:      Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

*     *     *     *    
 
 

Assisting in Worship Today 
 

Ushers:  John Patrone & Mark Muehlbrad 
Acolytes:  Cameron Lampley & Steger Quintana 

Song Leader:  Vicki Merideth 
Greetings:  Alfred Wendland 

Children’s Message:  Kathy Pemberton 
Reader:  Gary Pemberton 


